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PREFACE. 
D O nat publiſh theſe plain Diſcourſes, as if 
I thought them to excel, or even ſo much as 

| equal thoſe, which have already been pub= - - 

liſhed on the jame ſubject. On the contrary, I 

always - looked upon them in fuch an inferior light, 

that I could not be prevailed on, (though often 
aſſured by my Friends, who heard them from the 
pulpit, that they were well approved of, and 
greatly deſired to be made public) till J had ſhewn 

them to a Reverend Perſon, who, in the opinion 0 

judicious men, is à man of great probity, and un- 

diſſembled piety, goed ſenſe, and true learning, and 
on whoſe judge ment J entirely rehed. 
This worthy perſon, after he had with great 


attention, heard them read, affirmed, that the mat- 


ter contained in them was. good, and if communi- 
cated to the world, might, through the Divine 
Bleſſing, be not only a means to promote the pre- 
| ſent intereſt and trueſt happineſs of mankind, bu 
alſo their, future glory and final felicity. | 
Hu far they may anſwer theſe immenſely great 
and invaluable ends, I cannot pretend to ſay ; but 
it ſhall be my earneſt requeſt to the Fountain 4 
Life, that they may have this good effect on 1 
hearts of all that read them, and liketviſe, that 
they may be inſirumental in eſtabliſhing real good- 
| neſs, inflead of the appearance F it; and fixing 
6 hd "4.0 ; 
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in the mind the power of godlineſs, inſead , 
JJ TE 
| When the minds of men are thus happily in- 
fuenced, they will not lay bold of a few viſionary 
notions, or reſt ſatisfied with an imaginary ſcheme - 
of things, which may ſerve to fill the head; but 
can never reform the heart. For true religion ter- 
minates in action, in tranſcribing the great ori- 
ginal of Purity, in our lives and converſations. 
And the kingdom of God. conſiſts not in the obſer- 
vance of external rites, or ſuperficial performances, 
but in righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the 
Holy. Got. He that does theſe things is ſo bufied 
in the ſervice of Chriſt, that he becomes acceptable 
to God, and profitable to men, | 
Real religion is ſeated in the heart, is diſcovered 
by a regular and circumſpect behaviour, and a 
conſtant conformity to all the precepts of the goſpel ; 
this brings men to hearken to the moving voice of un- 
defiled reaſon, and to obey the unerring dictates 
thereof, till, by degrees, they are ſo charmed with 
this heavenly principle, and ſo delighted with the 
practice of virtue, that they can find no true felicity 
but in the diſcharge of thoſe immutable laws of juſtice 
and equity, and the uſe of ſuch means as act in con- 
Junction with our rational faculties, and are deſigned 
lo advance us in real piety and goodneſs. Fur holi- 
"neſs is the beauty of the foul, the higheſt prerogative 
of reaſonable beings. It is the perfection of the Deity 
the emplyment of angels, and will be the exerciſe of 
glorified ſpirits, during the ſeveral ſtages of their 
eternal exiſtence. S 
Unleſs men feel the force of truth in ſubduing the - 
turbulent motions of the ſenſitive gppetitcs, and re- 
r F frramng 
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e their vicious affetions, they will never be 
able to maſter thoſe unruly * paſſions, nor get the 
victory over their inordinate luſts, which are al- 
ways reody to diſquiet and enſlave them. The 
neglecting to conquer the evil defires of the mind, 
pull ſeep the foul in a flate of ſpiritual bondage; 
 obflruft its endeavours after true Liberty, and 


hinder us from entering into Dis ſervice which is 
Perfect. freedom. - | 

Let theſe confiderations be motives to remwve 
every impediment out of the way that may binder 
us from diſcharging our duty faithfully ; for then 
ve ſhall neither feel much interruption from with- 
in, nor meet with much oppoſition from awithcut 3 
but our fouls will be animated with courage, and 
inſpired with activity, and due ſhall be able to 
go on in the paths of virtue with chearfulneſs and 
delight : by means of which our ſenſes will be ex- 

erciſed on the great end and ultimate deſign of all 
our actions, — is the glory of G and the 
bappineſ of men. 

Moreover, we ſhall be brought to gare e, 
that the original ſource of all things is God: 
ave owe our very being to his almighty power, - 250 
our ſulhiſtence to his good providence: Ibat de are 

tbe work of bis hands, and our preſervation muſt 
be aſcribed to his di Haußtve goodneſs, and overfloug- 
ing beneficence : that 4ve are frail finful creatures; 
_ dependance i is entirely upon him, for Wot 
A Zu % 0.5 3.5097 


2 I 1 not have: it tho bn, - that the pally are 
ſinful in themſelves, but they e ſo when illegally 
gratified ; neither ſhould we aim at reducing them to ſuch 

— * of inactivit 22 to obſtruct their operating regularſx 
juſtly ; for uſed they may be, but abuſed they. muft 
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ever. we enjoy in this life, or hope for in the next. 
' Therefore univerſal ſubmiſſion and obedience is due 
to him as the inexhauſtable ſource and origin of all, 
and we muſt glorify God in our bodies, and in our 
ſpirits, which: are bis. 

The firm belief. of a jull and wiſe providence 
that governs the world, joined with a ſuitable be- 
haviour, cannot fail of influencing our lives in jo 


porverful a manner, as to preſerve a calm and 
bumble diſpoſition of ſpirit before God ; and make 
us capable of maintaining a ſerene and equal tem- 
per of mind throughcut our deportment towards 
men. This faith will not only make us wrt 
Jubmit to the drome pleaſure, but alſo create joy, when 

in and under the 2 and bittereſt tribulation. 


To whomſoever theſe diſcourſes ſhall be thus bleſ- 
fed, they will feel the efficacy of true religion on 
ther hearts, and they will be brought to have ſuch 
a delight in the — of * bolineſs, that their 
minds will be daily improving in moral endbav- 


ments, and their 2 will be purified and gradu- 


ally prepared for a dwelling among ſaints and an- 
gels, in the bright regions of glay and never-fa- 

ding pleaſures of eternity. = | 
This, Reader, is the hearty prayer of tim, who 
earneſtly defires 2 deliver ance from the flaviſh and 
ruling power of fin, that thou mayeſt be free to adorn 
le din of (hs our Sevieu in all things. Then 


ſhall 


* When I ſpeak of Holineſs, I do not mean a bare 
e ee, with the external part of religion, but a real 
conformity to the moral perfections of God, as far as 
creatures are capable of imitating their Creator; for, with- 
.out the exerciſe of goodneſs, we ſhall never obtain that ſe- . 


xenity,of mind, which pleaſes * Oye review and reflec- 
tion. | 


. PNEF ACE: vil 
fond we walk conformable to the injunctions of that 
unchangeable law, which is, in all reſpects, adap- 
ted to the nature of every individual, and ſo futted 
to the various circumſtances of each, that whoſo- 
ever ſhall perſevere in à diligent performance of 
its precepts, ſhall meet with the divine 
tron here, be inrolled in the book of life, and have 
his name recorded in the annals of futurity. If 
we are thus ſucceſsful in our petitions to heaven, 
due ſhall commence citizens of a kingdom, where 
unmixed pleaſures never ceaſe, and unmingled feli 
city knows no period ; the comfortable aſſurance of 
which, will wonder fully ſupport our fainting ſpirits, 
hen we are about to leave this glomy ſeat, will 
greatly revive us at the time wwe are putting off 
this tenement of clay; for then we ſhall exchange 
this known valley 7 tears, for the peaceable re- 
gions of joy. Thus bappily removed, we ſhall. be 
fixed in manſions of everlaſting reſt, where immor- 
tal ſpirits are cloathed with the bright robes of 
ſpotleſs purity, and encircled with the reſplendent 
rays of eternal glory, through the all. atoming blood 
of our crucified Saviour and Redeemer. = 
May that incomprehenſible Being, who fills bea- 
ven and earth with his preſence, fill our hearts 
with his love, and cauſe in us an utter abborrence 
of all in; work in us an admiration of the ex- 
cellency. of his moral government, and make us ſo 
to delight in practiſing the laws thereof, that, in 
conſequence of ſuch a conduct, we may, with the 
divine afjiſtance, be able to bold up cur heads with 
Joy 3 and though, for the preſent, we are oppreſ- 


4 4. fed 
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ſed with ſtraits and darkneſs, yet * let us wait With 
humble patience on him, wh» is good beyond our con- 
ceptions, till we arrive at the kingdom of light, where 
the ſecrets of providence ſhall be unfolded to our then 
more enlarged capucities; and the wonders of re- 
deeming mercy juſtly diſplayed; in fixing us in a 

Rate of eternal felicity, through Jeſus Chrift our 
Lor 4 5 Amen. | . 


Divine truth is much better underſtood when it un- 
folds itſelf in the purity of mens hearts and lives, than in 
all thoſe ſubtle niceties in which curious wits have ſet it 
forth; and therefore our Saviour was not ſo careful to 
ock the world with notions, as to enrich it with true pie- 
ty, and 4 God like pattern of purity. His main ſcope was 
to promote a holy life as the beſt expedient and moſt com- 
modious way to a right belief. He makes all true acquain- 
tance, with God to depend upon the doing of God's will; 
any man will do his will, he ſhall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I ſpeak of myſelf. This 
matter is well argued by that truly pious and learned divine, 
Mr. J. Smith. See his ſelec? Diſcourſes, p. . 3 
Diogenes was angry with criticks that were more nice of 
their words, than they were of their actions; with muſi- 
cians that tune their inſtruments, but could not-govern 


.* their paſſions; with aſtrologers that have their eyes in the 


ſky, and look not to their goings 3 with orators that ſtud 

to ſpeak well, but not to act well; with covetous men 
who take care to get, but never to uſe their eſtates. He 
lighted a candle at noon, ſaying, I look for a man, imply- 
ing, that the world was darkened by vice and wickedneſs, 


and men were ruined E luxu þ and effeminacy. 
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PRI L I. iv. 12. 


T have learned in whatſoever flate I am, therewith 
los be content.” 


ONTENTMENT, in every 
circumſtance of life, is a hard 
leſſon, and a great while in 
learning ; for it not only re- 
quires a compoſed temper of 
E mind in our preſent condition, 
but there muſt be ſuch a diſpoſition within, as 

will incline the foul with patience, freely to 
ſubmit, to whatſoever may befal us, in the 
courſe of God's providence for the future; in 
affliction or want, in diſtreſs or perſecution, 
under the moſt preſſing evils, as well as the 
greateſt good. In a word, hard as this leſſon 


is, 


1 J | 
&, and difficult as it appears, yet it muſt be 
karned, before we can have any tolerable com- 
fott in this life, or inclination or leiſure to pre- 
pare for the next. So long as our affections 
are unruly, and our minds reſtleſs and uneafy, 
we are unfit to approach the throne of grace, 
and unqualified to appear before the awful 
preſence of God, in the calm and peaceable 
regions of glory and bleſſedneſs. 
Let us then remove every obſtruction 
out of the way, that may hinder us from 
learning this important leſſon, and ſuffer nei- 
ther murmuring nor repining to invade our 
breaſts ; left theſe bitter enemies of our peace 
ſhould get the advantage of our weakneſs, and 
finally-deſtroy us. Would we have our en- 
deavours ſucceſsful, and be. able to vanquiſh 
ſuch diſquieting adverſaries, let us go to the 
- mercy-ſeat, and earneſtly implore the aids of 
God's grace and holy ſpirit, that we may have 
ſtrength to ſubdue them, and power to ſilence 
their clamorous importunities. For whenever 
we obtain the divine aſſiſtance, and are com- 
forted with the energy of divine conſolation, 
we ſhall be ſo intent upon learning this leſſon, 
that it will inſpire us with courage to keep on 
in it, till our hearts can ſpeak the apoſtle's 
language, and we can truly ſay, Ve have 
learned in whatſoever late wwe are, to be there- 
with content. For I know, ſays he, how to be 
abaſed, and I kniw how to abound ; every where 
and in all things I am inſtructed both to be full 
and to be hungry, both to abound and to ſuffer 
need; I can do all things through Chriſt, who 
| | ; Oo Prengtheneth 


3 

frengtbeneth me: that is, he could not on!. 

learn that leſſon, but that, or any other, whi 
Gd ſhould require of him, throughthe efficacious 
aſſiſtance of Chriſt, by whom alone he had been 
enabled to learn that mentioned in the text, in 
whatſoever flate he was, to be therewith content. 
I ſhall now, with the divine aſſiſtance, * 0 

to give a more particular account of this le 
of contentment; and for the doing of which, I 
ſhall take the following method. 

I. I ſhew what real contentment is. 2. By 
what — 5 may be Nee 3. Lay be- 
fore you the happineſs of him that is poſſeſſed 
of it. 7 And aft, Make ſuch obſervations on 
the advantages which accrue to us, by learp- 
ing this important leſſon, as naturally tend to 
excite and quicken our endeavours after it, and 

encourage us with chearfulnes and GAY to 
perſevete in it. 

1. I propoſe to ſhew what contentment is. 
Contentment is not only an equal temper of 
mind in our preſent condition, but it is alſo a 
ſubmiſſive diſpoſition of foul, and a readineſs 
to bear with patience and humility, reſignation 
and chearfulneſs, whatever ſtate or condition 
God in his providence ſhall place us in for the 
future. A diſpoſition thus reſigned, will free 
the mind of all inward reſentment, and kee 
it from making any diſhonourable reflections 
on the Deity. Let then the humble man's 
Ration in life, be ever ſo diſagreeable, or un- 


a grateful, he will vindicate the divine proceed- 


ings, and never pretend to arraign his adrini- 
l tration, 


| | 12 
ſtration, who deals moſt juſtly by his crea; 
tures, and always acts without prejudice, and 
ality in their favour. - 
Hes e that has ſuch a virtuous turn of md: 
will be content under every diſpenſation of 
en will own God's goodneſs, and ac- 
owledge his juſtice, in adverſity as well as 
proſperity. Should he be deprived of what 
e wants, and loſe what he has, he will com- 
mit himſelf and his affairs to the will of the 
almighty, whoſe goodneſs he is aſſured of, 
and whoſe truth and veracity he does not 
doubt of. Should he ſuffer in his perſon, e- 
ſtate, or good name, it is no more than what 
he expects, and therefore patiently bears it, 
and reſts content with it. Should he be re- 
duced from the higheſt pitch of affluence, to 
the loweſt ſituation in life, or ſuffer by deſign- 
ing men, who lie in wait to deceive him, he 
will make no other reflection than this, that 
the Lord gave, and that the Lord hath taken 
away, bleſſed be the name of the Lord; or, with 
good old Eli, It is the Lord, let him do what 
ſeemeth him good. 

Again, thould he be afflicted with any great 
calamity, and treated with diſdain, he will 
not be diſcompoſed ; or meet with contempt, 
he will not be provoked. Should enemies in- 
ſult him, and friends forſake him, or pains. 
and diſeaſes violently ſeize him, and inſtead of 
being comforted and aſſiſted, he ſhould be up- 
braided and - ridiculed, he will not approach, 
the juſtice of providence, but while oppreſſed 

with this load of ſorrow, and under all _ 


1134 
dark and gloomy circumſtances, he will pati- 
ently ſubmit to the divine Reprover, and to the 
. and correction of his heavenly Fa- 

. 

Moreover, if among his adverſaries, there is 
one, who has the greateſt intereſt in his affec- 
tions, and ought to throw a veil over his in- 
firmities, ſhould prove guilty of the vileſt 
treachery and baſeſt falſhood towards him; all 
other afflictions but this laſt mentioned, com- 
paratively ſpeaking, touch but his body, but 
this wounds his very foul : ſtill he can bear 
himſelf up with fuch a ſteady and humble 
temper of mind, as not to deviate from the 
laws of reaſon, but will, with the divine help, 
be found in the conſtant practice of his duty, 
and ſo reſigned to the will of God, with hu- 
* and dependance, as truly to ſay with 

ugh he ſlay me, 335 

755 7 be my ſalvation: for a Hpocrite ſhall 
not come before him, Job xili. 15, 10. | 
Ihere is not any thing ſhall make him caſt 
off his faith and confidence in God, being well 
aſſured, that all ſhall be made up to him a- 

n either here or hereafter. This the royal 
50 almiſt has fully aſſured us of, Pſalm the 
xvii. 15. For I had fainted, ſays he, "unleſs I 
had believed to ſee the goodneſs of the Lord in the 
land of the living. Watt on the Lord, be of good © 
courage, and he ſhall Nirengt hen thine heart. In 
all afflictions the truly pious ſoul will look 5 
to his God, and patiently wait the iſſue of 
providence, from the conſideration of the ma- 


nifold mercies he has already received, and the 
many 
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many evils, which he muſt have ſuffered, if 


the kind Parent of the univerſe, the indulgent 


Father of ſpirits, had not interpoſed for his 


preſervation. Meditations of this ſort will 
greatly revive his dejected mind, and wonder- 
fully ſupport his ſinking ſpirit; and therefore, 
in the times of the greateſt diſtreſs, he will 
reaſon as Job did, ſhall we receive good at the 


band of God, and not receive evil? 


In a word, Whatever troubles or afflictions 
befal the good man in this life, ſenſible he is, 
that ſin is the original cauſe of all, and that 
ictions fpring not out gf the duſt, but are or- 
dered by the wiſe Diſpoſer of all things, to 
cure the wounds that ſin has made, and to do 
that work for him, which he could not do of 


himſelf, by reaſon of the weakneſs and depra- 


vity of his nature. Which things, joined with 


the many advantages he receives from afflic- 


tions, when they have their proper influence 
upon him : as the mortification of his luſt, the 
reſtraining of his paſſions, which before he 


Had indulged, and making them act in due 


ſubordination to his reaſon; alſo the gaining a 


knowledge of himſelf, as far as he is able, and 


getting the victory over his inordinate deſires, 


and ſinful affections, is a much nobler conqueſt 


than was ever gained by the mightieſt monarch, 
or the greateſt hero. For the conqueſt which 
they made was only a temporal one, and the 
advantage they gained, was but ſome ſpot of 
earth, which they added. to that they were be- 


| fore poſſeſſed of, or ſome title of honour ; both 


which 


. he 
which could continue no longer. at fartheſt, 
than this frail and periſhable lite. 3 
But to the patient and contented man, af- 
flictions are of . infinitely greater advantage. 
They take his mind off from earthly things, 
and fix it more ſtedfaſtly on heavenly things; 
this gives him that ſolid peace, that durable ſatis- 
faction and comfort, which the world, with all 
its gay and glittering pomp, cannot afford him. 
The regulating his paſſions, he eſteems one of 
the beſt means to bring him to an acquaintance 
with his Maker, and the gaining him an in- 
heritance in that kingdom, which cannot de- 
cay with time, but will endure throughout the 
numberleſs ages of eternity. So that here is 
matter of joy and comfort to him, but ns juſt 
cauſe either for diſcontent or impatience. 
Every truly humble foul is under the pro- 
tection of God Almighty, who will ver 
him from all evil, and from every thing hat may 
be prejudicial to his ſpiritual and eternal good, 
and therefore he looks upon the ſufferings of 
this preſent life, as not worthy to be com- 
p . with that glory which ſhall be revealed 
in him, and that afflictions are but light things, 
i. e. light when compared with that everlaſting 
happineſs they are the means to procure: and 
though for the preſent, they are grievous, yet 
they are but for a moment, and will work out for 
him an eternal weight of glory: for as eye 
hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, ſo neither has it 
entered into the heart of man to conceive the things 


which God hath prepared for them that love him. 
Hh — 
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The man that firmly believes an all 
happy ſtate, and that heaven is a ſanctuary of reſt 
for wearied ſouls, the port we are all making 
to, and the end of all our labours, and the 
certain inheritance of ſuch, as have eſcaped the 
pollutions of the world, and by patient conti-. 
wuance in well doing, ſcel for glory, honour, 
immortality, and eternal life, will have his 
bittereſt evils greatly ſweetened, his moſt 
anxious thou ghts turned into joy and grate- 
fully employed in divine adoration : for who- 
ever ſtedfaſtly relies on God's immutable pro- 
miſes, and © os heaven as an aſylum of 
abſolute ſecurity, and an habitation for the 
mourners in Zion, as the principal mark of e- 
very true believer, and the main anchor of 
every pious ſoul, will be fo tranſported with 
_ celeſtial bleſſedneſs, and his final deliverance 
from every calamity, that none of the ſeducin 
ſchemes of men, nor the moſt ſubtle wiles 
of ſatan, will be ſufficiently able to weaken his 
faith, or to put any enmity betwixt him and 
his God. And notwithſtanding the uncertain- 
ty of our preſent abode, and the anxiety we 
meet with in it, the man that poſſeſſes his ſoul 
in patience and directs his courſe to the hea- 
venly city, is not turned from his integrity, by 
the moſt trying circumſtances or ſhocking diſ- 
treſſes of human life, but by carrying his 
thoughts into futurity, and viewing the con- 
ſtant eaſe and unalterable reſt of the bleſſed 
Inhabitants, treads in the. ſacred ſteps of the 
holy Jeſus, is qualified for the tranſcer. dent 
happy time, when ſoul and body ſhall be for ever 
| united, 


[7] 
united, and always act in conjunction with 
each other. The ineffable joys of the hea- 
venly Canaan and the delights with which it 
abounds, are ſo immenſely great in them- 
ſelves, and fo exceed our moſt enlarged con- 
ceptions, that they even diſarm death of its 
ſting, and make that grim inſatiate tyrant leſs 
frightful, and his awful approaches leſs terri- 
ble. So that in the dreadful hour of dark- 
neſs, or at the ſoul's ſeparation from the body, 
ſuch as are inwardly fortified with almighty 
power and animated with their glorious ap- 
proaching reward, are ſo far from eſteemin 
death an evil, that they count it of infinite 
advantage to them; ſince the foul only leaves 
an untenantable tabernacle. for a while, in 
order to re-enter it again, when the clayey 
| Houſe is repaired and beautified, that the whole 

man may become one ſpiritual, glorious and 
amanortal venncls. ©) te nn 7ST 
A good man has ſuch a ſenſe of the Deity's 
kindneſs, and ſuperintetident goodneſs as will 
_ cauſe him gratefully to acknowledge, that his 
| Preſervation in this life and in that which is 
to come, is wholly to be aſcribed to the pow-, 
er and benignity of the Almighty. This 
makes him ſecretly adore the divine munifi- 
cence, for the proviſion which God has ſo li- 
berally made for, and fo generoufly beſtowed 
upon him, that he cannot entertain any hard 
thoughts of providence, nor harbour in his 
. breaſt any unworthy notions of the divine 
juſtice. The remembrance of God's former 
dealings with him, in delivering him out of 
B number- 


# 
* , 
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numberleſs dangers and evils, which he could 
neither foreſee, nor prevent, will afford his 
mind inexpreſſible ſatisfaftion, and cauſe him 
to juſtify the proceedings of Providence and 
the conduct of that Being, who weighs our 
| ſpirits in a balance, and orders all things with 
the moſt conſummate power and wiſdom, and 
impartial diſtribution. | 
Likewiſe, the many preſent bleſſings that 
he enjoys, joined with & hopes of poſſeſſing 
the glories of futurity, and all thoſe undeſerved 
mercies, and favours, which he could neither 
expect, nor claim any right to, but as the free 
gift of heaven, and the effects of that love, 
which this infinite, all-wiſe and good Being, 
bears to him and all his creatures, will ſup- 
2 him under the ſevereſt trials, and carry 
im through the heavieſt of all God's diſpen- 
ations, with a degree of chearfulneſs and 


comfort. Theſe things, the humble and devout 


mind meditates on, and looks up with joy to 
the tranſcendent majeſty of God, who is a Be- 
ing of infinite goodneſs, as well as power; and 
in whom all perfections ſhine in their brighteſt 
and undiminiſhed luſtre, a Being from whom 
he receives all he has, and all that he can 
have; a Being, which if he is careful to imi- 
tate in all his moral perfections, as far as his 
nature is capable, and copy after the divine 


: | original according to his meaſure, he is aſſured 


that God will not do any thing that has a ten- 


dency to e him, or any of his creatures, 
— uf gt 194 5 


Let 
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Let us endeavour to perſevere in well doing, 
and ſee that all our actions are agreeable to, 
and conſiſtent with thoſe unchangeable laws 
of righteouſneſs God has written in our hearts, 
and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has revealed in his *® 
word. So that whatever evils * happen to 
us in this life, if rightly applied, they will be 
a means to forward our preſent peace, and to 
prepare our ſouls, for a much better and more 
durable ſtate hereafter. By making proper re- 
flections on the advantages of afflictions, and 
the benevolent purpoſes of the divine nature, 
and all its awful and adorable excellencies and 
perfections, it will be impoſſible to diſcern, 
that any thing is done, or can be done, by ſo 
lovely a Being as God is, who is full of good- 
neſs, and every thing that is amiable and de- 
lightful, but what tends to perfect our happi- 
neſs, and to ſecure our preſent and future fe- 
licity. For the mercies of God are new ev 

e 1 and we daily experence his diffuſive 
goodneſs, and the bleſſedneſs of God's indulg- 
ent nature. Lord, ſays the pious Pfalmiſt, in 

* The invariable laws of nature are no where ſo clearly 
expreſſed and exhibited, or the obſervation of them ſo po- 
ſitively enjoined or commanded as in the goſpel revelation, 
ſo that intelligent beings cannot plead ignorance of their 
duty, or offer any arguments ſufficient, for the wilful o- 
miſſion of it under the Chriſtian diſpenſation. All the paths 
of piety and virtue are ſo plainly deſcribed and delineated, 
that no man can poſſibly miſs his way, who ſincerely en- 
quires after it. For as a judicious divine obſerves, **Though 
in matters of opinion, men may be innocently miſled and 
- deceived, yet there is no article, either of doQtrine or du- 
ty, upon which our happineſs neceſſarily depends, wherein 
it is poſſible, for an honeſt and fincere mind to be miſta» 
ken.“ Dr. Scot, vol. II. p. 37. 


[ 20} 

an heavenly tranſport of joy; whilſt he ſur- 
veyed the glorious luminaries above, and con- 
templated the ſhining canopy of heaven; hat 
is man that thou art ſo mindful of him, or the fon 
of man that thou ſo regardeſt him; that thou who 
art ſupremely bleſſed, and independently hap- 
py, ſhouldſt ſo Lal thyſelf in human af- 
fairs, that thou ſeemeſt to ſhare in man's ca- 
lamities, and even to ſympathiſe in his grief? 

A father's gentle care, but faintly ſhadows 
thine ; and all we can conceive of human pity, 
will fall infinitely ſhort, of thy divine extenfive 
compaſſion. Language is too faint to expreſs 
thy praiſe, no eloquence can reach ſo ſublime a 
ſubject, or ſufficiently proclaim thy divine mu- 
nificence. There is no cruelty in the ſupreme 
Being, and judgment is called his ſtrange 
Work, a work he always enters upon with re- 
| luctance, and never executes but by conſtraint; 
and therefore, would men, inſtead of depreci- 
ating him, whoſe ſtupendous goodneſs conti- 
nues every creature in being, and whoſe boun- 
teous hand feeds the whole creation, but im- 
partially enquire into, and ſtrictly examine 
their own ways, they would ſoon be con- 
vinced, that the miſeries of this preſent life, 
are juſtly inflicted on them for their iniquities, 
and that God acts the part of an anxious Fa- 
ther, who tenderly regards the welfare of his 
offspring, and would willingly reclaim his re- 
bellious children. Beſides, depraved as our 
reflecting powers are, it is univerſally con- 
feſſed unnatural, and highly criminal in chil- 
N to live in perpetual. enmity with their 
parents, 
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parents, from whoſe tender bowels they ſprung, 
and to whoſe care they owe their preſervation, 
on account of their parental rebukes, and that 
abundant kindneſs, which they have ever ſhew-' 
ed to, and always hberally beſtowed on them ; 
but it is infinitely worſe in man, formed in 
the image of God, and an heir of eternal 
glory, to cenſure the ſevereſt proceedings of 
Providence, or even to complain of the divine 
ſeverity. Becauſe God's corrections are gra- 
ciouſly exerciſed in love, and affectionately in- 
tended to mortify thoſe vices, which if ſuf- 
fered to reign in our ſouls, and to depoſe the 
noble powers of reaſon, would eclipſe x glory 
of our heavenly extraction, and deprive us of all 

thoſe lovely graces and virtues, which are the 
- armour, and ornament, the ſtrength and beau- 
ty of the human mind. Did men but candidly 
conſider the divine diſpenſations, they could 
not reaſonably accuſe him of injuſtice, who is 
righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his 
works; ſince God uſes the interpoſing medium 
of affliction, not purely to diſplay his ſovereign 
authority, or act the part of an auſtere maſter, 
but to render mens ſouls ſuſceptible of his 
celeſtial grace, and the ſanctifying operations 
of his divine ſpirit, that the time men have 
loſt in vanity, and in the ſunſhine of proſpe- 
rity, may be regained in the dark and ſhowery 
ſeaſon of adverſity. 5 FOE 

The chaſtiſements of our heavenly Father 
are wiſely calculated to reſtrain us from the 
commiſſion of vice, and to improye us in the 
exerciſe of virtue, that we may be delighted 
03s B 3 with 
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with the beauty of real goodneſs, and charmed. 
with the excellency of the Chriſtian morality. 
_ Afﬀictions are not intended by God, merely to 
torment and vex us, the divine Being has no ends 
to ſerve, by making his creatures milerable. God 
is infinitely happy in himſelf, and our diſquietude 
will not add to his bleſſedneſs, or make his power 
and greatneſs ſhine more conſpicuous and il- 
luſtrious. His glory conſiſts in our felicity, 
and in bringing us to the poſſeſſion of it. Nay, 
we are aflured by the word by truth, that God 
has the moſt compaſſionate regard for us, that 
he delights to do us good, and is not willing 
to afflict, or grieve the children of men; but 
_ corrects us for our profit, that we may be par- 
takers of his holineſs, and in the end acquire 
eternal life and happineſs. Afflictions preſerve 
in our Minds ſuch an awful ſenſe of Divine 
goodneſs, as makes every truly good man re- 
ally ſenſible, that he is but a poor dependent 
being, intirely under the conduct, and wholly 
under the care of an infinitely ſuperior one ; 
one that knows his frame, and remembers 
that he is but duſt; and therefore, will not 
forſake the work of his hands, but watch over 
him for good, and will not omit any meang 
that may advance or further it. s, 

The truly contented mind is perfectly ſatiſ- 
fied, that the God of conſolation has not been 
wanting in giving ſufficient proof of his love to 
mankind, and that he ręally deſigns to make 
us everlaſtingly happy, in ſendin fis own Son 
to die for us, and to accept of Ks death as a 


facrifice, and an atonement for our paſt tranſ- 
| | greſſions: 
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greſſions: ſo that every true believer in Chriſt 
Jeſus, may juſtly take up the apoſtle's reaſon- 
ing, and tay, He that ſpared not his own Son, 

but delivered him up for us all, how ſhall be not 
with him alſo freely give us all things ? That is, 
let us now doubt, if we can, of his kind in- 
tentions towards us, fince he hath not with- 
held his own Son, but delivered him up to 
death for our ſakes ; a mercy ſo great in itſelf, 
and the effects of it ſo boundleſs and ſtupen- 
dous, that angels cannot comprehend the ful- 
_ neſs of it. | 
| Wee can have no reaſon to queſtion his wood 
neſs, who has been ſo' infinitely gracious, as to 
give us his beloved Son to be a propitiation for 
our fins, and not for ours only, but for the fins 
of the whole world. We cannot reaſonably 
ſuppoſe, that God will dei us any thing, that 
is neceſſary to our true happineſs, nor beſtow 
any thing upon us, but what will incline us to 
ek after it, and be a means to prepare our 
ſouls for a bleſſed immortality, in the bright 
and glorious realms of futurity. And though 
it muſt be owned, that many virtuous heathens 
have endured very great ſufferings, with won- 

derful fortitude and courage; yet no men have 
ever born them with ſuch patience and reſigna- 
tion, as the diſciples of the meek and holy Jeſus: 
nor have any but they, ſuch a real and ſolid 
foundation for comfort and ſatisfaction. For 
they have the moſt convincing light, and the 
cleareſt evidence, as well as the greateſt reaſon to 
believe, that the ſame Jeſus who died for their 
ſins, is alſo riſen again for mn — 
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and is no ſeated on the right hand of God's 
glorious Majeſty, making interceſſion for all 
his faithful ſervants, that where he 1s, there 
they may be alſo, Theſe ſublime contempla- 


tions on the divine benignity, and on our Re- 


decmer's exalted ſtate in glory, will raiſe their 
fouls above all inferior conſiderations, and poſ- 
ſeſs their minds with ſo deep a ſenſe of God's 
love, that they will not pretend to arraign his 
providence, nor to make the leaſt unbecoming 
reflections on his juſtice, or on any of his other 
attributes. And although their condition may 
be very perplexing, and their ſtate ſo very ca- 
lamitous, as to make them afraid, and th 
may have ſuch a paſſionate ſenſe of their ſuf- 
ferings, as may cauſe them to break out into 
that moving language, which afflicted nature 
teaches; yet they will not impeach the equity 
of Providence, nor attempt to leſſen his good- 
neſs, who has often turned their greateſt eviſs 
into good, and made their moſt grievous af- 
flictions a means of conveying to them the beſt 
of bleſſings. — e 
And though the way to endleſs life is rough 
and often beſet with briers and thorns, Chriſt- 
1ans ſhould take reſolution from God's mer- 
ciful promiſes, and put on the facred breaſt» 
plate of righteouſneſs, ſince it is clear to eve- 
ry ingenuous humble mind, that we are 
chaſtened of the Lord, to prevent our con- 
demnation with the world, to make us re- 
Joice in his holy name, and triumphant in 
Chriſt Jeſus, Beſides all outward ſufferings 
are but ſhort, and our ſorrows here will ſoon 


end, 


x 


1 Tos 
end, they are but the dark viſion of a day, 
even when life is prolonged to the utmoſt ; 
but if we have not a peaceable conſcience, 
and our ſouls are heavy loaded with guilt, the 
moſt delightful ſprings of happineſs will be 
poiſoned, and we by diſregarding the deſigns 
of Providence, and not properly uſing the ad- 
vantages of time, ſhall forfeit the immenſe- 
ly rich and invaluable treaſures of eternity. 
Would we be intereſted in God's divine care, 
and benefited by thoſe aſtoniſhing diſplays of 
goodneſs, which ſhine ſo viſibly in his works 
of creation and providence, we inſtead of be- 
ing ſo anxious about our ſecular delights, or 
uneaſy about ſuch fugitive * ſhort-lived enjoy- 
£2 1 mene, 
The captivating ſplendor of earthly grandeur, the 
ſweetneſs of worldly greatneſs and glory, the dazzling ap- 
of riches and honours, are all the products of the 
earth formed out of particles of duſt, and will end in the - 
grave. There pride is humbled, the fire of ambition ex- 
tinguiſhed, and diſcontent for ever ceaſes, The glory of 
this world periſhes as the flower of the graſs, which is the 
tendereſt among vegetables, and of ſo weak a ſubſtance, 
that a little breath of wind, the hand of an infant, or the 
teeth of a worm can deſtroy it. Nay all the glories of the 
fleſh, ſuch as pomp and magnificence, and vaſt poſſeſſions 
are but for a ſeaſon, and often of ſo ſhort a continuance, 
that ſometimes they expire in the birth, and frequently die 
whilſt they are taſting. In this land of darkneſs, titles of 
honour and the majeſty of a court ſeem glorious, and won- 
derfully attract = eyes of the vulgar, but in the morning 
of eternity, they looſe their flaming brightneſs, and thei 
luftre vaniſhes for ever. 5 _—_— 
Ho lov'd, how valu'd once, avails thee not 
Io whom related, or by whom begot, 
41M popes duſt, alone remains of thee, | 
_  . *Tis all thou art, and all the proud ſhall be. 
© Pope's Miſcell. vol. i. p. 267, 
An elegy to the memory of an unfortunate lady; 
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ments, as wither like the flowers of the field, 
ſhould be more ready to crucify theſe luſts, 
which continually war againſt the ſoul, and 
prepare, for that glorious habitation, where 
mortality is ſwallowed up of life, and death 
that cruel tyrant never reigns. The devout 
performance of theſe important duties, and 
chearfully obeying the diſpenſations of provi- 
dence, will ſo ſecure us the divine favour and 
protection, that God whoſe loving-kindneſs is 


better than life, and in whom every real peni- 


tent may find mercy and forgiveneſs, ard the 
ſorrowful relief and comfort in their deepeſt 

extremity and diſtreſs, will be our God, our- 
guide, and our portion for ever. 

This is that which filences all their clamours, 
and makes them to have, ſuch a profound 
veneration, for the wiſdom of their Creator, 
that they will for ever admire it. This will 
cauſe- them to adore his goodneſs, and to 
magnify his juſtice, in 8 afflictions to 
correct their miſtakes and daily failings; which 
otherwiſe they might have been, too apt to 
paſs by, as not worth regarding. Therefore 
they are not uneaſy at them, nor impatient un- 
der them, however they may thwart their na- 
tural inclinations, or worldly advantages; they 
will neither murmur, nor complain againſt 
God their maker, but reſt ſatisfied with every 


tdzting that God does, being well aſſured, that 


whatever is done, by ſo all-wiſe, and good a 
being, as God is, muſt be for the beſt. And 
for our farther comfort under the various trou- 
bles, and innumerable calamities we are conti- 

. | pually 


„ 
nually expoſed to, we may learn from God's 
own. word, that not any thing can befal us but 
what is from the immediate hand of God, or 
by his divine permiſſion; and that God will 
not ſend any thing to us, but what tends to 
prevent our miſery in this life, and qualify us 
for glory and happineſs in the next. 
Conſiderations of this nature will make ev 
good man's behaviour under trouble compoſed, 
his countenance ſerene, his mind fo quiet and 
calm, that he will ſuffer no tumultuous paf- 
ſions to crowd in upon him, nor any diſorders ' 
to interrupt the tranquility of his ſoul ; always 
bearing in mind the wiſe ends and deſigns of 
Providence, and the kind intentions of his hea- 
venly Father, in ſending of afflictions, which 


are deſigned to wean him: from, the love of | 


this preſent evil world, and to take him off 
from placing his affections on any of its tran- 
fitory enjoyments. By this means, the mind 
becomes fixed on more noble and laſting ob- 
jects, which will cauſe it fully to diſcover the 
emptineſs and inſufficiency of all things here 
below, for affording the foul any real ſatis- 
faction, and the utter impoſſibility of every 
thing that is of a mortal nature, to ſatisfy the 
large and capacious deſires of that which is 
immortal. No, the whole circle of human 
pleaſures will not alleviate the troubles of the 


mind, nor give one moment's eaſe to a foul in 


diſtreſs. Nothing but God, and communion 
| * with 


* There is nothing in the whole compaſs of nature, 
that can fully ſatisfy our craving deſires, which is a plain 
indication to me, that the God only who created them, is 


- ſufficient 
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with him, can give the ſoul that ſound peace, 8 


ſatisfaction, and contentment, it is in the pur- 


uit of. 


The things of the world promiſe fair, but 
prove deceitful; they captivate us firſt with 
their charms, bring us to acquieſce with their 


bewitching inſinuations, and cauſe us tb yield 


to their unprofitable amuſements. Our ſhame- 


ful compliance with theſe inſatiable diverſions, 


and vehement thirſt after theſe droſſy amuſe- 
ments, makes us ſo eager to purſue them, and 
ſuch wretched flaves to acquire them, that at 
length we grow weary of following the painful 
and diſquieting chaſe, and then inſtead of afford- 


ing us any aſſiſtance, they ſwiftly fly away, and 


leave us in the utmoſt perplexity. But God 
will not deceive us, he will abide by us, and 
we may rejoice in his holy comforts. God 
will give us every thing that is good for us, 


and fill the craving deſires of our minds with ſub- 


ſtantial pleaſure and ſolid ſatisfaction, which no 
created being can deprive us of. The mind 


of a truly contented man, has his deſires fo 


ſuited to his condition, that no future contin- 
gencies will make him uneaſy ; for he has a 
ED never- 


ſufficient to repleniſh and content them; there need no ar- 
guments to prove this, every one has experience enough to 


confirm it; and notwithſtanding our reſearches, after that 


which is good, for the ſons of men, where is the happy 


rſon who has not been defeated in his hopes, or fruſtrated 


in his enjoyments : and altho' he has obtained his wiſhes, 


has yet ſatisfied his deſires. For how amiable ſoever, earth- 


ly good may appear at a diſtance, a cloſer inſpection and 


more intimate knowledge, declare it to be vain and empty, 


and a very unequal ſupport for the ſoul of man. See Mr, 
Norris's letters philoſophical and divine. | | 


* 
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never-failing ſpring of comfort that is pecu- 
liar to the righteous, and a pleaſure which 
none but ſubmiſſive ſouls ever enjoy. And 
though many good men may labour under 
great afflictions, yet this virtuous diſpoſition of 
mind, will wonderfully take off their keen- 
neſs, and greatly abate their ſmart. A good 
ehriſtian is ſo far from murmuring or repin- 
ing under his affliction, that by ſeriouſly con- 
ſidering the uſefulneſs of them, and the ad- 
vantages that he has gained by them, the 
will enflame his ſoul with devotion, and raiſe 
in his grateful mind, thankſgiving and praiſe 
to the Father of mercies, for, his kind viſitation, 
and cauſe him with the devout Pfalmiſt to 
confeſs, That it was good for him to be afflited, 
for by them he learned God's lau. Wait then my 
foul ſtill upon God, for my expectations are 
only from him, and the Lord will ſuſtain thee, 
he will comfort thee in every ſtage of life, and 
ſupport thee in the agonizing ſorrows of death. 
Alllctions are of ſo penetrating a nature, that 
they not only alarm our inward man, and a- 
waken us out of the fatal lethargy of fin, but 
they alſo enter ſo deep into our hearts, and 

leave ſuch holy impreſſions on our minds, as 

bring us to abhor the impure enjoyments of 
ſenſe, and to delight in the ſacred exerciſe of 
virtue, and the exalted ſtrains of rational de- 
votion: For by them our ſouls are purified 
from ſin, and by the help of divine efficacious 
grace, and the direction of our never-failing 
friend, we are torned from the perilous paths 
of darkneſs, and put into the way which leads 
* N NG 2 
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to the realms of light and bleſſedneſs, wher 


murmuring nor diſcontent has ever entered, 


nor ever will enter. Although the ſoul mourns 


under the noxious evil of fin, and the ſenſe 
of God's heavy diſpleaſure, yet it will rejoice 


under his fatherly care, and paternal correc- 


tion. Iwill hook unto the Lord, ſays the Pro- 
phet, and rejoice, and joy in the God of my ſal- 


vation. Doubt not then of God's goodneſs, 


nor deſpair of his infinite mercy ; if the Lord 


be our preſerver, he will alſo be our comforter 


in the day of trial, and when bowed with the 


weight of our troubles, even then, his rod and 


his ſtaff will ſupport us; therefore let us be 


content to wait as ſtrangers, till we come to 
our heavenly home, where we ſhall reſt from 


the labour of fin and ſorrow, and dwell in the 


boſom of Chriſt for ever. Would we but 
make a proper uſe of our troubles, and not 
offer to expoſtulate with our Maker, but la- 
bour to ſubdue our mutinous powers within, 
and defire no more than what fatisfies nature, 
there are but few troubles from without that 
would much annoy or terrify us; but that di- 
vine guardian, who guarded the 1raehtes through 
the * terrible wilderneſs, will be to us a cloud 
by day, and a pillar of fire by night, will ſtand 


ſo near to us in our diſtreſſes, that when we 


are beſet with dangers, and have experienced 


— 


The congregation of 1/rael, ſays the learned Ainſworth, 
was ſhut in from the four parts of the world, before them 
was the ſea, behind them followed the enemy, on each 
ſide were wilderneſſes of fiery ſerpents, which did terribl 


bite and devour mankind. See his annotations on Exod. 
XIV. IO. | | | 22 


W 
the inſufficiency of human help, we ſhall be 
encouraged to hope in God, and from a ſenſe 
of our own weakneſs, and of the divine power 
and goodneſs, conſtramed to cry out, Help, 
Lord, for vain is the help of man. Our fathers 
truſted in thee, and were not confounded. God's 
truth and goodneſs is unchangeable, he never 
leaves thoſe that do not firſt leave him. Thus 
quietly waiting _ God, and walking in the 
ſacred path of holineſs, we ſhall taſte the 
bleſſed fruit of righteouſneſs, and be ſo in- 
fluenced by the divine faithfulneſs, that how-. 
ever confuſed things may appear now, by rea- 
ſon of the ſhallowneſs of our underſtandings, 
and the narrowneſs of our finite capacities, we 
may be aſſured of the divine equity, and that 
all God's dealings, will appear moſt juſt, and 
beautiful in their due ſeaſon. Let us then 
ſtedfaſtly rely upon the divine veracity, and 
not truſt to the ſlippery amuſements of. ſenſe, 
but inſtantly abſtract our thoughts and affec- 


tions from the diverſions and hurries of e 


world, and fit them for a communication and 
intercourſe with God, and the peaceable ſpirits 
above. For in none but minds thus com- 
poſed and even, do the bright reflections of 

the Deity ſhine, as in a calm and ſmooth river. 
This being the moſt deſirable ſtate on earth, 
and the beſt qualification for the kingdom of 
heaven, all poſſible means ſhould be uſed, and 
every faculty devoutly employed, to acquire 
and preſerve ſuch a ſerene and ſteady diſpoſi- 
tion of ſoul, as neither the inward commotions 
of tumultuous paſſions, nor any outward = 
Oy” "is - 
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lent aſſaults of fortune, be ever able to diſturb 
or diſcompoſe. Be our paſſage through, life 

ever ſo boiſterous, or our condition ever ſo ſe- 
vere, to a mind thus truly reſigned to Al- 
mighty God, nothing we meet with in this 
region of ſorrow, can wholly deſtroy this an- 
gelic temper of foul, or be any diminution to 
. Its real happineſs, or hindrance to its final feli- 
city. For ſuch as are fed with the hidden 
manna, which our divine compaſſionate Saviour, 
has promiſed to all thoſe, that overcome the 
ſnares, and temptations of the world, are in- 
wardly refreſhed with the warm rays of divine 

grace, and ſupported, with the ſpiritual aids of 
divine and heavenly conſolation ; and though 
they ſow in tears, yet they ſhall one day reap in 
Joy, and find an eternal reſt, and ſafe retreat for 
their ſouls. The cultivating and improving ſuch 
heavenly diſpoſitions, and contemplating on the 
greatneſs of God's mercies, will cauſe us ſo to 
_ admire the diſplays of divine love, and ſo to con- 
fide in the divine care, as will not only make us 
' - ſatisfied with our preſent condition, but our 
minds will alſo be poſſeſſed with contentment, 
and enabled to bear with meekneſs, and the 
cChriſtian ſpirit of reſignation, whatſoever adverſe 
| ſtate God in his unerring wiſdom ſhall be pleaſed 
to aſſign us to, and fix us in for the future. 

II. I am. now, in the Second place, to ſhew, 
by what means we may obtain this happy tem- 
per of mind. 83 | 
1. By repentance toward God, which is a 
_ hearty ſorrow for. our fins . paſt, joined with 
ſuch reſolutions as will keep us from returning 


\ 
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to our former iniquities, and keep us in the 
conſtant exerciſe of true goodneſs for the future. 
And by faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; truſting 
in him for the pardon of our offences, and the 
ſtrengthening us with the aids of his grace, that 
we may be enabled to withſtand the temptations 
of the devil, and to repel whatſoever evils he 
may throw in our way, to prevent our reliance 
on our Maker, and to obſtruct our progreſs in 
all thoſe chriſtian graces and virtues, that tend 
to promote our inward peace and happineſs. + 
2. By conſtantly reading the holy ſcripture, 
and fervently praying to God, in the name and 
mediation of Jeſus Chriſt : the frequent exer- 
ciſe of which ſacred duties, will be a means to 
remove our intellectual blindneſs, to enlighten 
the eye of our minds, and make us better ac- 
quainted with God's word: that infallible re-- - 
giſter of eternal truth and rich treaſure of divine 
. conſolation. The true knowledge and practice 
of which, will ſo influence our rational powers, 
that we ſhall not comply with the treacherous 
enticements, of the world, nor yield to the evil 
ſuggeſtions of our hearts. Theſe pious reſolutions 
will ſubdue unruly paſſions, keep them under 
the government of reaſon, and fo draw our af- 
fections off from ſenſual objects, that we ſhall. 


| * be brought entirely to confide in God, and to 


commit ourſelves unto him, as unto a faithful 
Creator; in whoſe hands we are much ſafer than 
in our own, and therefore let us vigilantly guard 
againſt temptations, and fly immediately to the 
protection of Jeſus, who is able to ſave and ſuc- 
cour to the utmoſt, all that come to God by him. 
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3. * By gemembering to frequent the houſe 
of God, where we may join with the aflem- 
blies of God's people, in offering up our ſpiri- 


| tual facrifices of prayer, and praiſes to the tran- 


ſcendent Majeſty of heaven, in ſuch a manner 


as becomes frail, ſinful creatures, to their great 


Creator; by owning our weakneſſes, and ac- 
knowledging his power and goodneſs, and our 
dependance upon him for the ſupply of our 
wants, relief in our neceſſities, and ſupplies of 
his grace, to enable us to bear with patience, 
reſignation, and a ready compliance, whatſoe- 
ver afflictive circumſtances, God in his all- wiſe 
and good providence, ſhall be pleaſed to place 


us in for the time to come. ; 


In the houſe of our God we may offer up 
our unfeigned praiſes and thankſgivings, in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, to the God in whom we 
live, move, and have cur beings; and who is the 
author of all the bleſſings we enjoy or hope for, 
and without whoſe upholding power we cannot 


| ſubſiſt one moment. This is | the God to 


E whom 
* The primitive chriſtians did not think it enough to 


read and pray and praiſe God at home, but they made a 


conſcience of appearing in the public aſſemblies, from 


- Which nothing but ſickneſs and abſolute neceſſity did detain 
them: And if fick, or in priſon, or under baniſhment, - 


nothing troubled them more than that they could not join 
their devotions to the common ſervices. If perſecution, at 


anytime, forced them to keep a little cloſe, yet no ſooner 


was there the leaſt mitigation, but they preſently returned 
to their duty, and publickly met all together. No trivial 
pretences, no light excuſes, were then admitted for any 
ones abfence from the congregation ; but, according to the 
merit of the cauſe, ſevere cenſures were paſſed upon them. 
More to the ſame purpoſe in Dr. Cave's Prim: Chriſt. and 
Mr. Derham's Phylico-Theology, p. 441 
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whom we may preſent our ſincere praiſes and 
thankſgivings for the mercies we have already 
received, and make our humble acknowledge- 
ments to him, for the liberal proviſion he has, 
made for us, and his conſtant care and watch- 
ful providence over us; but above all, for that 
amazing and unparalleled regard God has 
thewn tor our (everlaſting felicity, in ſending 
his beloved Son, to declare his willingneſs to 
receive us into a ſtate of grace and favour with 
him. That God is really deſirous of our recon- 
ciliation, and of reſtoring us to our primitive 
excellency and perfection, is clear beyond all 
manner of diſpute, and muſt convince us of the 
divine fincerity, by his giving us powers to diſ- 
charge our duty, and ſufficient grace to ſanc- 
tify our ſpiritual gatures, to perfect the great 
work of our ſalvation, and the merciful ſcheme 
of our redemption. > e Be, 

In that holy place we may hear his word 
explained, and the duties of the chriſtian life 
inforced ; there we may join with the faithful, 
in commemorating the death and paſſion of our 
dear Redeemer,. and the ineſtimable benefits 
that do accrue to us thereby ; by ſpiritually 
feeding our fouls with the moſt precious body 
and blood of our crucified Lord and En 
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- * Poſitive duties rightly diſcharged, are excellently cal- 
culated for the ſupport of morality, and therefore they 
ſhould be performed with great affiduity ; but theſe com- 
mands are only to be regarded as inſtrumental, and no o- 
therwiſe available to our happineſs, than as they produce 
'righteouſneſs, temperance, and univerſal charity, This 
. diſtin tion between religion, and the means of religion, a 
great and eminent prelate has juſtly obſerved, if * 
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all which duties, if performed with a deep 
ſenſe of our own vileneſs and unworthinels, 
and a juſt ſenſe of God's goodneſs and free 
mercy, will be accepted by him as a grateful 
tribute of praiſe, and be a means of recom- 
mending us to the divine approbation and ap- 
proving ourſelves to the divine benignity. i 
3. By being frequent in the great and im- 
portant _ of prayer, I mean that prayer 
which is oftered up to God in ſecret, where no 
ear can hear us but God's, nor any eye ſee us 
but that piercing eye, which penetrates the 
heart, pervades the mind, and beholds the 
moſt ſecret receſſes, and hidden ſprings thereof, 
Nou the ſoul that is thoroughly ſenſible of her 
wants, and her utter inability to ſupply them; that 

all things here below, are of too fluctuating a 
nature, to be depended upon, or ever truſted 
to, for ſatisfying the deſires of an immortal 
ſpirit, or affording any happineſs that is pro- 
portionable to it; needs no arguments; nor 
wants any motives to perſuade her to apply to 
God for help, or petition the Almighty for his 
heavenly aſſiſtance. Were men really affected 
with the weakneſs of human nature, and a feel- 
ing ſenſe of their dependance upon God's pro- 
vidence, joined with a conſciouſneſs of being un- 
able to help themſelves without his gracious aid; 
their own preſſing neceſſities are ſufficient in- 
ducements to make them not only agree to the 
| reaſon- 


would teach men where to point their beſt endeavouts, and 
where to place their hopes and expectations: ſor if your 


zeal and fervour be ſpent only upon the means of religion, 
and go no farther, yet are ſtil! in fins. See Biſhop Sherlo '$ 


Diſcourſes, Sermon 1 3th, Vol. I. lately publiſhed, | 
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reaſonableneſs of this duty of prayer, but alſo to 
fee the abſolute neceſſity of it, and be glad of 
every opportunity to perform it. They would 
eſteem it an unſpeakable privilege, that fuch 
ſinful creatures, who are a compound of duſt 
and aſhes, of fleſh and ſpirit, may at any time 
have free recourſe to ſo immenſely great, glo- 
rious and good a being as God ; but much 
more inconceivably ſo, when they confider 

how tenderly they are called upon, and lov- 
ingly invited to come to him, and lay before 
him all their wants, acquaint him with all 
their ſorrows, and unburden their fouls before 
him, that they may meet with ſuitable relief 
and comfort under the heavieſt load of afflic- 
tions, and even, when every thing elſe turns 
againſt them. 5 | | 
And that we may the more clearly fee the 
neceſſity of performing this weighty duty of 
prayer, let us take a view of the troubles man 
is ſubje& to, with the many dangers and mi- 
_ to which he is frequently expoſed. 
e is liable to many evils and miſeries, 
which he can neither prevent nor redreſs. He 
is full of wants which he cannot ſupply, and 
compaſſed about with infirmities which he 
can never remove, and obnoxious to dangers 
which he can never ſufficiently provide againſt. 
He is apt to grieve for what he cannot help, 
and eagerly deſire what he is never likely to 
obtain. Man walketh in a vain ſhew, and drſ- 
quieteth himſelf in vain : he is furrounded with 
_ troubles, and in danger of being preſſed down 
with the weight of adverſe occurrences. Man 
RW C3. 18 
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is liable to many miſchiefs, and continually ex- 
poſed to misfortunes. Sometimes we ſhall fee 
him labouring under ſome heavy calamity, 
ſcarce able to bear up his ſpirit : at other times 
we may behold him under great uneafineſs of 
mind, and dejected with a load of forrow. 

Friends probably will. forſake him, when he 
| ſands moſt in need of their aſſiſtance ; and 
his enemies are very likely to add to the bur- 


den of his afflictions by triumphing over him; 


or he may be left in ſuch bitterneſs of grief, 
that he knows not how to lift up his head, nor 
where to find any reſt or comfort for his ſoul; 
and though theſe evils may not happen to 
every one, yet theſe, and many more, we are 
continually. expoſed to, and can have no ſecu- 
rity againſt them but from God. Therefore 
the only means we poſſibly can uſe, to eſcape 
| thoſe evils, or be ſupported under them, is 
frequent, humble, and earneſt prayer to God, 
with a profound reſignation of ourſelves to him, 
and leaving the event of our petitions to his 
good pleaſure ; fo that if it ſhould not be his 
will, to keep us from the miſeries and diſ- 
treſſes, to which we are daily and hourly ex- 
poſed, but God ſhould ſuffer us to fall into 
: thoſe many evils and calamities, which we 
have but too juſt reaſon to fear, he would be 
pleaſed to ſtrengthen our faith, that we may 
live in an entire dependance upon him, and 
never to truſt to any thing elſe, for our preſer- 
vation and protection; but that we may be 
always looking up to God, and pouring out 
our ſouls before him, that our minds may be 
WET | WES fortified 
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fortified with divine grace, and our hearts pre- 
pared for every diſpenſation of his providence; 
and that we may be poſſeſſed with patience 
and contentment in the dark and gloomy ſea- 
mot el I OD»: 
I have the longer inſiſted upon this duty of 
prayer, as firmly believing that there is not 
any thing that will contribute more to the in- 
ward peace and happineſs of the mind, than 
the. conſtant and regular performanice of it, 
when it is joined with faith, in the power, 
n and goodneſs of God. For it will not 
only procure us a degree of grace, proportion- 
able — the weight 55 our kafflictlons, which 
will cauſe us to look up to God with joy, in 
the certain expectation of that eternal life 
which he has promiſed to all thoſe who pati- 
ently wait for it; but it will alſo keep us in 

ſuch an humble frame and temper of mind, as 
will diſpoſe us in all our troubles to fly imme 
diately, and in earneſt, to God for ſuccour, 
and with ſubmiſſion and reſignation to wait 
his good pleaſure. + de 
Likewiſe it will cheriſh and keep alive the 
ſeed of divine grace which God has planted in 
our ſouls, and enable us to maintain that ſpiri- 
tual communion that is between God and us, 
which will be infinitely more to our advantage 
and ſatisfaction in the cloudy day: of diſtreſs 
and ſorrow, than in all the tranſitory and un- 
certain enjoyments of this periſhable world. 
L.«aſtly, I would again recommend to you, 
the reading the holy ſcriptures, thoſe ſacred 
ee e records 
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records of the divine wiſdom and goodneſs of 
our * Creator; which I look upon as a great 
0 | 55 WIE means 

Nothing can more tenderly or more affectionately dif- 
play the divine compaſſion, or more pathetically declare 
God's love to mankind, than the' following paſſages of holy 
writ : O that there were ſuch a heart in men, that they 
would fear, me, and keep all my commandments always, that 

i might go well with them and with their children after 
them. How fhall I give thee up Ephraim, bow ſhall I make 
thee as Admah? How ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim, my heart 
0 turned within me, and my repentings are kindled together? 
U Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, how often wonld I have gathered 
thy children together, as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, and ye would not. 1 | 
What majeſty, and yet what ſweetneſs and condeſcenſion 
is couched in theſe emphatical expreſſions ? But what ob- 
e and perverſeneſs prevail among men, who thus un- 
gratefully ſtand out againſt God, when even God himſelf 
addreſſes them from his glorious throne, and entreats rebel - 
lious offenders to accept of mercy, that their manifold of- 
fences may be pardoned, and their ſouls made eternally 
happy. The holy ſcriptures contain ſuch unparalleled and 
matchleſs ſtrains of rhetoric, as infinitely exceed all the ela- 
borate diſcourſes of the moſt admired and celebrated orators. 
How dry and ſapleſs are all the volumes of philoſophy, 
when they are compared with this reviving and comfortable 
ſentence. This 7s a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that Chrift Jeſus came into the world to ſave ſin- 
ners. 5 
be facred books have a ſingular advantage above all o- 
ther writings whatever, whether we conſider the variety of 
matter contained in them, or the ſtile in which they are 
wrote. As for the variety of matter there are no other 
books which do treat of fo many different things, or ſo 
ie declare the moſt intereſting ſubjects, as theſe 
ooks of holy ſcripture. And the ſtile be the moſt part, is 
plain and obvious to every capacity; but withal, it ſpeaks 
with that gravity and authority as becomes this divine ora- 
cle, not inſinuating its precepts by rhetorical acts, but en- 
joining them with a kind of majeſty and ſevere command. 
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ret we have ſome deſcriptions made with that livelineſs of 


repreſentation, and beauty of expreſſion, which as far — 
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means for attaining this happy temper of mind, 
when earneſt prayer is made to — that — 
would be ed to accompany the reading 

them . holy ſpirit 1 2 their words 
may be engraven on our hearts, and their pre- 
1 may have their due force and proper 
influence on our minds; that we may be found 


in the conſtant practice of all thoſe duties which _ 


they have enjoined, as the means neceſſary to 
OR 285 | © Su our 
ceeds the language of our modern writers, as they do thoſe 
of former ages. In theſe ſacred oracles we may ſee much 
of God and of ourſelves: Strong lineaments of his infinite 
majeſty and adorable perfections, and of the weakneſs and 
degeneracy of human nature. We may obſerve his eternal 
power and Godhead in the hiſtory of the creation; and o- 
thers, throughout the ſeveral ages of the world, in the 
grand ſyſtem of providence. Bp. 1 Sa- 
cre, Blackwall's Sacred Claſſics, 's Conſiderations 
touching the Stile of Holy Scripture, Guy/e's ſtanding Uſe 
of the deriptures, and particularly Bp. Gaſtrill's Inſtitutes, 
where we may ſee the native elegancy and excellency of 
the ſcriptures, and all the duties and doctrines of religion, 
in their genuine purity and ſimplicity, by having them 
drawn up in the very words of ſcripture, and keeping cloſe 
to the language of that divine book. | 
This method is ſo rational and admirable in itſelf, ſo free 
from every juſt exception, that it leaves no room for miſ- 
repreſentation, but muſt fully convince and ſatisfy every 
ſober and unprejudiced mind, that, We cannot ſpeak of 
the things of God, better than in the words of God.“ 
Chillingworth. 

My deſign in making theſe obſervations on the ſcriptures 
was to perſuade men to read them oftner, to get a better 
acquaintance with them, eſpecially with thoſe texts, and the 
ſeveral parts of theſe divine records, as do more immediate! 
tend to mens edification, and to build them up in their 
moſt holy faith, as being one of the likelieſt methods to in- 
fluence our lives, to make us good and profitable members 
of ſociety on earth, and prepare and qualify us for an aſſo- 
ciation with the bleſſed ſpirits in heaven. 55 
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our happineſs here in this world, and to fit us 
fot the everlaſting emoyment of God himſelf 
in the next. And that they may be effectual 

to thoſe heavenly purpoſes, we muſt alway 
make them the rule of our faith and manners, 
and aſſiduouſſy apply ourſelves to God for the 
aids of his grace, to confirm us more ſted- 
faſtly in the belief of thoſe great and precious 
promiſes that are contained in them, and made 
to all ſuch, as obey their divine precepts and 
heavenly inſtructions. b = 
So that whenever we have recourſe to the 
ſacred pages, it ſhould be for words of com- 
fort to our ſouls and directions how to behave 
with patience, and contentment under all the 
troubles, and various evils that may befal us in 
this uncertain life: if we do ſo, then we may be 
ttuly ſaid to uſe them for the purpoſe for which 
they were originally given us of God, and that 
this word will be light unto our feet, and à lamp 
unto our paths :- it will both direct and comfort 
us through this vale of miſery, by giving us 
proper directions how we may, in a great mea- 
ſure, eſcape the evils in it, and afford us com- 
fort, by aſſuring us, that God will ſupport us 
under the greateſt hardſhips and miſeries that 
may befal us, in our paſſage through this dan- 

gerous gloomy ſtate, to the haven of reſt and 
. V 
Mere the duties, which I have mentioned 
under this ſecond head; ſincerely and conſtant- 
ly practiſed, they would not only bring us to 
an acquaintance with ourſelves, and to an im- 
. 82 partiat 
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ial examination of our own ways; by which 
—. we ſhould not only learn . 7 is the 
true cauſe of all our miſery, but we thould 
alſo diſcern the juſtice and equity of God's pro- 
ceedings with. 5 ſons of men; and no longer 
complain of providence, for puniſhing us for 
our iniquities, far leſs than we deſerve, or re- 
vile his adminiſtration in the government of the 
world, for withholding thoſs thi s$ from us, that 
he knows would be moſt hurtful to us. We 
ſhould admire his, patience in bearing with us, 
after ſo many repeated and long provocations, 
when we are ſo worthy of puniſhment. We 
ſhould adore and reverence him, for beſtowing 
thoſe good things on ſuch rebellious creatures 
as we are, who are utterly undeſerving ot them. 
Whatſoever puniſhment God Almighty may 
inflict on any of his creatures, it is not always 
to be looked upon as the effects of his anger, 
but rather of his love; and that tender com- 
paſſion which he bears to all the children of 
men, more eſpecially to thoſe that are in cove- 
nant with him; that is, thoſe that live under 
his immediate care and protection, are become 
the objects of his love, and made heirs of the 
grace of life which is in Chriſt Jeſus. Theſe 
are they to whom God has promiſed that a// 
. things ſhall work togetber for goed; and that he 
will never leave them, nor forſake them. And 
though their afflictions were great, yet the de- 
ſign that God had in chaſtiſing them, was to 
calm their unruly paſſions, that they might ſte 
the great evil of ſin, diſcover the dangerous 
precipice of vice, and be a means eee 
5 | em 
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them from a much more dreadful and horrible 
niſhment hereafter. 


Such an idea of providence as this, and con- 
forming our lives to the rules of the Goſpel, 


with a full truſt and dependance on God, and 
a firm belief in him, as the ſovereign Lord of 
the world, and ſupreme Diſpoſer of all events, 
and that his tender mercy is over all his works, 
with a well grounded faith in his promiſes, 
will make us content in any ſtate, ſubmiſſive 
in every change, and obedient to all his com- 
mands, Having now ſhewn what the means 
are by which we may obtain this contented- 
. neſs of mind, I am led in the third place, to 
| ſpeak of the happineſs that will naturally fol- 
low all ſuch perſons as are endued with it. 
III. God, who is the living fountain of all 


perfections, and eternally bleſſed in the con- 
templation of his own divine excellencies, has 


implanted in men ſuch inclinations to happi- 
2 that all who partake of the human na- 
ture, from the greateſt prince to the meaneſt 
ſlave, from the moſt knowing philoſopher, to 
him who is the moſt void of underſtanding; 
every one has a thirſt for felicity, and vehe- 
mently deſires to come to a participation of 


it. This is the language of nature, and the 


voice of all people; Lord who will ſhew us any 

how wh the hepke of thy countenance upon 
us, Happineſs is the enquiry of all intelli- 
gent beings, and they have ſuch a living fenſe 


of the want thereof, as rr them upon form- 


ing various ſchemes of action, for the ob- 
- taining and preſerving it. But men, who 
Se are 
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are ſtrongly charmed with none delights, 
and live under the inſtability of reſtleſs defires, 
have their underſtandings ſo clouded by difo- 
bedient paſſions, and are fo tranſported with in- 
ordinate luſts, that they often purſue the ſhadow, 
or appearance of felicity, with more ardour 
than they do that which is real and ſubſtantial. 
They, by degrees, alter the temper of their 
fouls, and do ſo abandon rational delights, for 
the falſe pleaſures of ſenſuality, that their af- 
fections are wholly taken up with terrene ob- 
jects, and their underſtandings employed in 
gran inS the lower appetites : by which means 
ly ſatisfactions prevail over ſpiritual and 
immortal joy : So that they are not likely to 
acquire true bleſſedneſs, nor ever come to the 
enjoyment of it. The rich grace and excellent 
promiſes, the moſt compaſſionate ſolicitations, | 
and melting entreaties, are not ſufficient to fof» 
ten their impenetrable hearts; and notwith- 
| ſtanding there is a native majeſty in virtue, and 
it ſhines with ſo beautiful a luſtre that it enno- 
bles and exalts the ſoul, yet one preſent vanity, 
in the judgment of ſenſual men, will outweigh 
all the glories of futurity ; and fo biaſſed are their 
carnal minds, that the heavenly reward of a 
bleſſed immortality, altho its offered upon the 
moſt rational terms, will not prevail with them * 
to ſeek after it, or to exchange their ſenſual 
aſures, for thoſe that are ſublime and heaven- 
y. Earthly minds have no taſte for ſpiritual 
delights, their palates are fo vitiated with Eſcious 
voanities, that they even deſpiſe the moſt whol- 
ſome food, and contemptuouſly reject the bread 
of angels, Mien 
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Men who are thus ſtrangely infatuated, and 
thus ſcornfully treat divine mercies, are fo de- 
| ceived by the fire of warm imaginations, that 
become intire ſlaves to their paſſions, and 
are ſo bound with the chains of iniquity, chat 
although ſome of thoſe chains are more glit- 
tering, yet they are not leſs weighty, but all 
ſuch as are thus loaded with the galling fetters 
of ſin, deprive themſelves of trus liberty, and 
cannot enjoy perfect freedom. Therefore all en- 
 deavours ſhould be uſed, and every poflible me- 
thod tried, to deliver ourſelves from thoſe fear- 
ful evils, and to recover the right ufe of our rea- 
fon, that the time we have loſt upon vanity, 
may be redeemed by doubling our diligence, 
and ardently labouring to regain God's image, 
and have our — affected with heavenly 
objects. For ſpiritual objects, when they are 
duly entertained, have ſuch a ren and 
transforming power in them, that the hea- 
ven we devoutly contemplate, and the glo- 
ry we ſpiritually think of, will create in our 
minds pure deſires, and infuſe ſueh refined joys 
into our ſouls, as none but God can give, nor 
any other being beſides him remove; therefore 
let not _ perſuade | themſelves, "that their 
minds are ir ul, on their having ſome tran- 
| Kent thoughts about religion, which quickly 
| paſs away, and leave no divine tract behind 
them; whereas the mind of a chriſtian, ſhould 
be a temple for the Holy Ghoſt, where holy 
thoughts ſhould dwell, and pure deſires be kept 
up Uke the fire on the altar, which ſometimes 
may be covered over with aſhes, but rm = 
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leaft ſtirring will glow again: So that whenever 
We pollels this divine inhabitant, and are ani- 
mated by this effacious guide, we ſhall preforve 
ſuch a holy ſerenity within, and ſuch 9 — 
compoſure of mind, as infinitely exceeds hat- 


ever this temporal life affords, or the richeſt 
treaſures of the ſake car —— Ihe moſt ſedu- 
cing pleaſures of this world, under which ſecu- 


lar greatneſs and poſſeſſions are com- 
— — are ſo wonderfully mutable in 
their natures, ſo diſproportionable to the defires 
of the mind, and ſo confirmed to the greedy ſen- 
ſes, of which the beaſts are more ſuſceptible 
than man, that they cannot ſatisfy, that divine 
intelle& which is in us, nor content the heaven- 
ly aſpiring foul. All this mighty maze of things, 
or whatever this tempting world can offer, how- 
ever beautifully varniſhed over, or magnificent- 
ly repreſented ; amuſe us only with deceitful 
audy appearances, . but can never make our 
fouls happy, they are too ſhort in their dura- 
tion, and often do ſo wound our conſciences, 
that they will never fatisfy. our affections, nor 
free our minds from the miclincholy uy of 
miſery and ſorrow. 
No, happineſs is not to be ond 3 in any 
other path than that of meckneſs, humility, 
and ſelf-denial; there we may be ſure to meet 
With it, if we walk in it to the end, in right- 
eouſneſs and true holineſs, and in the fincere 
ractice of virtue and real religion. For the 
ene and imperious man cannot attain it, 
the avaricious mind is utterly unacquainted 
225 it; and thoſe that abound in wealth, and 
can 


py as ever, and the reaſon of their being diſappointed is, 
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can command all the pleaſures and enjoy- 


ments of this world, are often greater ſtran- 
gers to it than the meaneſt peaſant: Nay, for 
the moſt E there is more true happineſs 
lodged in the breaſt of a mean ſhepherd, than 


is to be found in him that wields the ſceptre. 


The voluptuous epicure makes his happi- 


neſs to conſiſt in the gratifying his luſt, and 
indulging his ungovernable paſſions, and plea- 


fing his ſenſual appetites ; but this is the hap- 


pineſs of a beaſt, and not of a rational and 
intelligent being; for he that has nothing ele 


to glory in, but the gratification of his ſinful 
lIuſts and paſſions, puts himſelf upon a level 
with. the brute creation. In a word, what- 


ſoever pleaſures. or enjoyments the ſenſualiſts 
may boaſt of, they are no other than what are 
common to the brute, and fo long as he re- 


tains ſo great an affection for ſenſuality, he 


muſt for ever remain a ſtranger to true felicity. 


But we will ſuppoſe him in the poſſeſſion of 
all the enjoyments that this world affords, - and 


that he had even acquired his utmoſt wiſhes ; 
they are at beſt but a round of infipid plea= 


fures, or a dull repetition of the ſame thing over 


again. And, if we may believe the experience 


of one, who had as great a ſhare of them as 


any of the ſons of men, and had been con- 


verſant with every ſcene of life, and filled the 

higheſt ſtation in it; he pronounces them all 

but vanity and vexation ſpirit. 
| And 


; » Men are continually enquiring after happineſs, and big 
with the expectations of finding it; but they are as unhap- 


— 
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And impoſſible it is, that any ſenſual plea- 
fures ſhould be otherwiſe, for being mingled 
with fo many bitter ingredients, they will cauſe 
a great deal of trouble and ſorrow ;- but will 
never procure us that ſound peace, or durable 
ſatisfaction which we are in purſuit of. And 


what is much worſe, too great a familiarity 
with them, will keep us from gaining an ac- 
quaintance with thoſe more ſublime and ſpiri- 
. tual delights, which are the only pleaſures of 
the mind, and the glory of a reaſonable crea- 
ture, and by which 


he is diſtinguiſhed from 
D Hf the 


becauſe men ſeek for happineſi where it cannot be found. 
What is there on earth, that can long ſatisfy. a man of un- 


derſtanding? His ſoul is too large for the preſent world. 
He wants more room. 3 5 of 
He has already travelled thro? all which is called plea- 
ſure : Diverſions and Entertainments of every kind. But 
among thoſe he can find no enjoyment of any depth; 
they are empty, ſhallow, ſuperficial things: They pleaſed 


for a while, but the gloſs is gone, and now they are dull 


and taſteleſs, And what has he next! Only the ſame 
in. For this world affords nothing new. It can 
ſupply bim with no change. Go, feed again, but it is ſtill 


upon one diſh. | 


I The ſounder the judgment, the ſtronger underſtanding 
| You have, the ſooner you are ſatiated with the world: And 


the more deeply convinced, all that cometh is vanity, fool- 


iſh, inſipid and nauſeous. You ſee the foibles of men in 


a much clearer light, and have the keener ſenſe of the 


_ emptineſs of life. Here you are a poor unſatisfied inhabi- 
tant of an unquiet world; turning your weary eyes on this 


ſide, and on that . ſide, ſeeking reſt, but finding none. 
You ſeem to be out of place, Neither the perſons nor the 


things that ſurround you, are ſuch as you want. You 
| have a confuſed idea of ſomething better than all this : but 
,Jo know not where to find it. You are always graſping 


or ſomething which you cannot attain, no, although you 


Parts of the earth. N 
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che beaſts that periſh. Seeing theſe things are 
fo, and that happineſs is not to be found in 
any ſinful courſe; and that all ſuch, as are 
pleading for the cauſe of ſenſuality, are at the 
greateſt diſtance from true felicity, and never 
likely to come to the enjoyment of it. | 
There are none but humble and contented 
minds, that know what happineſs is, or ever 
feel the pleaſures of it; that is, none but ſuch 
as have given up themſelves to God, are obe- 
dient to his laws, and are directed by his wiſ- 
dom ; and reſolved, by the divine aſſiſtance of 
his all powerſul grace, to be governed by him, 
and wholly to depend upon God for whatever 
they want, or ſtand in need of. Patiently to 
endure, and contentedly to acquieſce in what- 
ſoever Providence ſhall inflict, or however God 
may diſpoſe of them, for the future. Minds 
thus truly reſigned to God, are not only free 
from all diſtracting thoughts which ſtretch and 
rack the reſtleſs minds of men; and from all 
imaginary evils, which are very often as bad, if 
not worſe, than real ones; and from moſt of the 
troubles and anxieties of life, which perplex un- 
eaſy and diſcontented ſpirits; but there naturally 
follows ſerenity of mind, with inward peace, ſa- 
tisfaction, and happineſs ; together with ſecret 
pleaſure and delight ipringing up in their minds, 
which they prefer before all external enjoy- 
ment, though never ſo gilded over. 
This is the happineſs that follows content- 
ment, and a greater none can be poſſeſſed of, 


_ © while they continue on this fide the grave. 


For. what. greater happineſs can we deſire to 
A: | | 110 have, 
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have, whilſt we abide in this mortal ſtate, a 
ſtate which is ſubject to many changes, and li- 
able to various alterations, then to have a mind 
equal to every condition : in proſperity not to 
ſoar too high; in adverſity not to fink too low ; ; 
not to be exalted with a large fortune, nor de- 
preſſed with a narrow one; but always to live 
as thoſe who depend entirely upon God, who 
is the fountain and ſpring of happineſs, and 
from whom we derive Whatever portion we 
enjoy of true felicity. | | 

The happineſs which we receive from God, 
has ſuch a divine power and energy attending 
it, that it will, in a great meaſure, clear the 
mind of all -thoſe diforderly agitations of the 
paſſions, which interrupt its tranquility, and 
diſturb that repoſe and confidence it places in 
God, and that firm reliance on him, for what- 
ſoever bleſſings we enjoy. It will likewiſe take 
us off, from that anxiouſneſs after what we 
have not, and probably what we are never 
likely to have, and bring us to the comfortable 
and durable e of ſuch things as we 
are in the poſſeſſion of. | 

This happineſs has ſuch a tranſcendent great- 
neſs in it, that it will raiſe our fouls above the 
fading and fleeting enjoyments of this change- 
able world, and bring us from earth to heaven; 
to a devout attendance upon God, who is a 
\ perpetual ſource of happineſs; and to the con- 
templation of ſuch bright and glorious objects, 
as we ſhall be happy in the enjoyment of, to 
all eternity. This joy and happineſs is fo in- 
comparably great = excellent, that it is not 
. \D 2 « 1. 
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to be found among any of the creatures, but 
only in God the Creator, who 7s God over all, 
bleſſed for evermore. And he is the Author of 
all that happineſs created beings enjoy : and 
the manner in which it is received by them is 
by communication from him ; and though it is 
conveyed ſecretly into their ſouls, yet it ſprings 
from an inexhauſtible fountain, that will be in 
hem a well of water ſpringing up into eternal 

This happineſs is quite different from that of 
the world, which is ſhort and tranſitory, un- 
certain and precarious, groſs and unſatisfactory; 
a circle of giddy fluctuating tranſports, of mean 
contemptible things, when compared with that 
eternal peace, and comfort, which comes from 
God, who is the ſource of happineſs, and cen- 
ter of reſt, and the ſtay and fupport of the 
whole creation, For the happineſs which we 
receive from God, -is permanent and laſting, 


and will remain with us, when we ſtand moſt 


in need of it; when lying on the bed of fick- 


_ neſs, it will revive, and cheer our languiſhing 


ſpirits, it will abide by us, when on the verge 


of life, and ſupport and comfort us, when in 
and under the bitter agonies of death. It will 
accompany our naked ſpirits into the other 
world, into new and furprizing realms of light 
and bleſſedneſs, and continue with us, when 
our ſouls ſhall Rand before the throne of God, 


waiting for the perfecting our happineſs, and 
conſummating our joy, in the reviving preſence 


of the ever glorious God, and with the bleſſed 
. Jeſus, who is the Mediator of the new cove- 


"nant, 
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nant, and with the auguſt aſſembly of angels, 
and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. | 
This is that joy and happineſs, which is the 
bleſſed effect of contentment, or that celeſtial 
diſpoſition of ſoul, which none can enjoy, but 
ſuch as wholly JR their confidence in God, 
and are fatisfied with that proviſion made for 
them, by the kind hand of providence ; and 
8 1 ſometimes it may be very ſparing and 
ſmall, yet they fecretly feel thoſe divine com- 
forts within, which are of infinite more value 
to them, than any outward circumſtances can 
poſſibly make them, were they ever ſo proſ- 
peroùs and flouriſhing. | 
Perſons who are thus warmed with theſe ſu- 
blime principles, and the inward conſolation of 
the ſpirit of peace, feel the fecret and ineffable 
Joys of the Holy Ghoſt, by which they are made 
truly ſenſible, That the ways of God, are ways f 
pleaſantneſs, and that all his paths are peace. An 
though they were ſtripped of all external enjoy- 
ments, or deprived of all outward felicity, yet, 
_ notwithſtanding the grievouſneſs of their cala- 
mitous circumſtances, they poſſeſs all things, as 
the apoſtle ſpeaks, i. e. they are poſſeſſed of the 
true and ſubſtantial riches; the riches of the 
mind, and their fouls are cloathed with all the 
beautiful graces, and charming virtues of the 
. Chriſtian life, . e. innocency and integrity, real 
goodneſs and undiſſembled piety, with a hope full 
of a bleſſed and glorious immortality. And till 
men become thus inwardly affected with the 
ways of God, and to make his ſervice their chief 
delight and pleaſure, they may talk of plea- 
| D 3 {ures 
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| ſures and enjoyments, ſays an eminent prelate, 
but no man ever truly found them, till he be- 
came acquainted with God, and was made a 
partaker of his ſpiritual favour, and lived in an 
entire friendſhip and communion with him. A 
ious author, ſpeaking of the bleſſedneſs of thoſe 
Fouls who maintain communion with God, by 
contemplations on the divine preſence, and the 
facred exerciſe of real religion and virtue. How 
happy, ſays he, is an intelligent being, who by 
prayer and meditation, by virtue and 1 
works, opens this communication between God 
and his own ſoul; though the whole creation 
frowns upon him, and all nature looks black 
about him, he has his light and ſupport within 
him, that are able to cheer his mind, and bear 
him up in the midſt of all thoſe horrors which 
encompaſs him. He knows that his helper is 
at hand, and is always nearer to him than any 
one elſe can be, which is capable of terrifying 
and annoying him. In the midſt of calumny 
or contempt, he attends to that being, who 
whiſpers better things within his ſoul,” and 
whom he looks upon as his defender, and his 
glory, and the lifter up of his head. 
In his deepeſt ſolitude and retirement, he 
knows that he is in company with the greateſt 
and beſt of beings, and perceives within him- 
ſelf, ſuch real ſenſations of his preſence, as are 
more delightful to him, than any thing that 
can be met with, in the converſation or com- 
munication with his creatures. Even in the 
hour of death, he conſiders the pains of his 
diſſolution, to be nothing elfe, but the break- 


ing 
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ing down of that partition which ſtands be- 
twixt his ſoul, and the light of that being, who 
is always preſent with him, and about to ma- 
nifeſt itſelf to him, in fulneſs of joy 
If we would be thus happy, and thus ſen- 
ſible of our Maker's preſence, from the ſecret 
effects of his mercy and goodneſs, we muſt 
ſuppreſs the firſt motions of ſin, and keep ſuch 
a watch over all our words and actions, that 
in the ſacred language of ſcripture, his ſoul may 
have pleaſure in us, and bis boly ſpirit delight to 
re/ide and dwell in us. Agreeably to which doc- 
trine, Seneca in his epiſtles, has this very re- 
markable paſſage. There is a holy ſpirit re- 
ſiding in us, who watches and obſerves both 
good and evil men, and will treat us in the 
ſame manner that we treat him. In order to 
participate of theſe ſpiritual bleſſings, to be ef- 
ficaciouſly ſupported under all our troubles, and 
divinely comforted in our laſt diſſolving mo- 
ments, we muſt warm our hearts with the ſacred 
fire of devotion, and ardently endeavour ſo to in- 
fluence our affections, that we may never ſepa- 
rate ourſelves from the love of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus, the vital principle of heavenly life, by fix- 
ing our minds on any thing here below, or ſeek- 
ing for true happineſs, in any other ways or 
means, than thoſe that are appointed by God. 
Would we then continue in the divine favours 
we muſt cheartylly reſign ourſelves to God, and 
make the practice of virtue and true religion our 
eateſt delight, and never propoſe any real 
1 to ourſelves, but what we receive 
from thence, nor look for any ſound peace, or 
. 94 durable 
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durable joy, but what we derive from the 
ſweet - and comfortable influences of divine 
ace, and the indwelling power of God's ho- 
y ſpirit. For had we not a powerful friend- 
within, who ſets upon the altar of our impure 
hearts, to clear off the ſullied incenſe, that aſ- 
cends from thence toward heaven, our religi- 
ous addreſſes would never reach the divine pre- 
ſence, nor be received at God's tremendous 
. throne. But now we have an advocate, whoſe 
ſacred intereſt is ſufficient, in the celeſtial court 
to recommend to the utmoſt 'our imperfect 
ſervices, if we are ſincere in our duty, and wil- 
ling to uſe the divine aid, and never-failing 
aſſiſtance of him, who helpeth our infirmities, and 
maketh interceſſion for the ſaints, according to the 
will of God, Did men earneſtly endeavour to cul- 
tivate heavenly mindedneſs, they would feel the 
bleſſed effects of the divine help, and that hap- 
pineſs which God is the author of, and which 
excels all the mutable delights of ſenſe, and 
the enjoyments of this lower world, as much 
as the light of the ſun, when ſhining in his 
meridian brightneſs, does that of the moon. 
And though humble minds may be dreadfully 
aſſaulted, and have various temptations laid in 
their way, by wicked and deſigning men, to 
hinder them from perſevering in their duty, 
and to divert them from the practice of it, yet 
they will not regard thoſe crafty deluſions, nor 
Ne any heed to their wicked ſuggeſtions. 
Men thoroughly acquainted with ſpiritual plea- 
ſures, and made truly ſenſible of their real worth 
and excellency, before they can be prevailed 
| | PN on 
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on to part with thoſe pleaſures, muſt offer the 
greateſt violence to their reaſon, and do deſpite 
to the ſpirit of grace, which wilt cauſe an in- 
teſtine war within, and moſt terribly alarm their 
ſouls. Beſides, men by thus engaging in ſuch a 
dreadful combat, and reſiſting the motions of 
their inbred monitor, will greatly endanger 
their everlaſting felicity, and the inconceivable 
blefling of eternal Salvation, and this thoſe pi- 
ous and humble Souls, are determined not to 
do, nor reproachfully to run the hazard of, for 
the ſake of any of thoſe glittering, but periſh- 
ing enjoyments of this uncertain life. But not- 
withſtanding theſe diſcouragements, perſons ac- 
tuated by the ſacred principles of virtue, will, 
by the help of that divine ſpirit, which they 
have always had moſt comfort of, in times of 
difficulty and trouble, never wilfully ſwerve 
from their obedience, but he ſatisfied with any 
condition, provided they may be able to keep that 
ce of mind, and to retain that joy in heart 
which the world cannot give, nor with all its fal- 
lacious charms be ever able to deprive them of. 
I have now ſhewn what that happineſs is, 
which follows contentment, and that none can 
be truly happy but ſuch as are poſſeſſed of it. 

I am now led in the laſt place to make ſuch 
obſervations on the advantages that accrue to us 
by learning this ſalutary leſſon, as may tend to 
quicken our endeavours after it, and conclude. 
ut before I proceed, it will be neceſſary to 
adviſe you, never to think of obtaining ſuch an 
heavenly temper of mind, as the greateſt con- 

trarities of events cannot alter, nor ever cp. 
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chat ſweetneſs of diſpoſition; the beauty of 
which, no circumſtances of diſtreſs can deface, 
unleſs you are reſolved to withdraw your af- 
fections from the world, and wholly to con- 
fide in God, and depend intirely upon him, 


for whatſoever you want, or may ſtand in need 


of. Neither muſt we ever expect that peace 
of mind, or hope to maintain that joy in heart, 
which ſurpaſſes all the underſtandings of men, 
without the ſincere practice of virtue, and true 
religion; * for the nearer we approach to God, 
in the imitation of all his moral perfections, the 
happier we ſhall be in the inward frame and 
diſpoſition of our fouls. Moreover great care 
muſt be taken, to curb our unruly defires, that 
we may not be too ſwift in motion after the 
-things of the world, or have our imaginations 
ſwelled with earthly. glories, leſt we become 
too warmly affected with them, or too power- 
fully heated by them; for the deeper they 
ſtrike our ſenſes, the more difficult and harder 
it will be to forſake them, and the cloſer our 
p 3 affections 
The learned Lord Bacon, Lord Chancellor of En- 
gland, uſed to obſerve, that true and deep philoſophy al- 
ways led men to a ſublime adoration of the Deity, the firſt 
cauſe of all things; and a profound regard to his will and 
honour; and that religion is the firſt principle of right 
reaſon; and that piety, virtue and honeſty, make the 
ſweeteſt life in the world; for ſuch live in honour and die 
in peace. Whereas wicked men live a baſe diſnonourable 
life at preſent, and inherit everlaſting ſname and contempt 
in the other world. And a little before his death he con- 
feſſed that to be religious, was to live ſtrictly and ſeverely; 
for if the opinion of another world be falſe, the beſt life in 
this world, is virtue, temperance, goodneſs, piety, and da- 
votion: If it be true, there be none ſo wicked and miſg+ 
| rable, as debauched, diforderly and prophane perſons. 
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affections are united to the creature, the 
will be our diſtance from the Creator. We 
muſt likewiſe remember, that whoever is in 
friendſhip with the world, is at enmity with 
God, and he that is an enemy to the world, 
is a friend to God, and his own eternal happi- 
neſs. Were mens minds properly affected with 
theſe things, and the evil conſequences of com- 
plying with vicious cuſtoms, they would -looſ- 
en their affections from the world, and leave 
off immoderately purſuing, the pleaſures and 
enjoyments thereof. For nothing does more 
manifeſt our intellectual blindneſs, then ſlight- 
ing the invariable realities of divine truth, and 
ſuffering ourſelves to be impoſed upon, by ſuch 
things as ſerve only to torment and vex us 
things that will weary us in our purſuit of them, 
but will never afford us that ſound peace and 
durable ſatisfaction, which they promiſed us in 
_ poſſeſſion. The fleeting enjoyments of ſenſe, 
are ſo deceiveable, and ſo ſtrangely ſtupify our 
nobleſt powers, that when we have gratified 
every animal paſſion, and complied with their 
moſt exorbitant requeſts, theſe paſſions are ſo far 
from being quieted, or having their impetuoſity 
reſtrained, that they commonly grow more in- 
ſolent, more extrayagant and outrageous in their 
Arequent violent demands. Hy — 
So that inſtead of making our minds more 
eaſy, by yielding to the importunities of reſt- 
leſs deſires, and following the inchanting plea- 
ſures of ſenſe, we in ſo doing, make ourſelves 
more uneaſy, and greatly annoy and diſturb 
the peace and tranquility of our ſouls, For 


- 
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in the height of our imaginary felicity, and 
when we are leaſt apprehenfive of evil, or 
change in our fuppoſed nappy condition, ſome 
oifoned,. arrow may wound our unguarded 
earts, our pleaſures not only unexpectedly 
away, and cauſe us bitterly to bewail our follies, 
but they alſo will render our ſpiritual powers 
inactive, and leave a laſting and grievous ſting - 
behind them. Therefore we ſhould beware of 
ſelf- confidence, of the ſtren gt of vain imagi- 
nations, and nat ſuffer ourſelves. to be deluded 
by them, but learn to act more cautiouſly, and 
vigilantly to guard againſt every emergency, 
that we may not be hurried into any excels, 
nor loſe our ſouls in earthly gratifications. Since 
whatever comforts we may poſſibly enjoy, or 
find among the perfections of this created 
world, they bear no compariſon, to thoſe di- 
vine enjoyments we thall aſſuredly meet with 
in God, who will, if we inviolably preſerve 
that beautiful ſimplicity which goſpel precepts _ 
divinely inſpire us with, ane, . that divine 
conſolation to our ſouls, which none but un- 
bounded goodneſs can give, and the eternal 
ſource of af produce. 1 
Me may ſooner ſee without light, or breathe 
without air, than be happy without God; there 
is fuch a divine flame in aur minds, as the 
moſt glorious. creation cannot ſatisfy ; ſuch an 
emptineſs in our inward man, as none but infi- 
nite love can fill. God alone is our chief good, 
and we are poor indigent needy creatures, 
prompt to lean ſomewhere by the neceſſity of 
our natures, but where can we do this with fo 


much 
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much reaſon and ſafety, as upon God. Look 


Where we pleaſe, there are no ſupports in any 


part of the globe, equal to thoſe of a benign 


and omnipotent providence. The epicute may 


a". 


exalt his ſenſuality ; and others ſet up for their 
chief good, ſome gilded machine, or periſhing 
felicity, yet it will be impoffible for the foul, 
to find durable ſatisfaction, in any of theſe 
eafthly amuſements. „ 
Ihe deſires which perpetually riſe in the 
mind, prevent enjoyment; unexpected diffi- 
culties intervene, which give diſturbance; ſo 
that nothing is more evident, that man is not 
ſufficient for his own happineſs. To whom 
then ſhall we fly for ſuccour, but to him who 
ſurrounds all nature with his power, and is able 
to ſatisfy our moſt ardent wiſhes. The thoughts 
of which, will afford the mind great felicity, 
and the expectation of ſuch a happineſs com- 


municated to us, as is commenſurate to our 


moſt extenſive faculties, will fill the ſoul with 
the higheſt pleaſure, and moſt laſting fatisfac- 
tion. Since we can neither enjoy ourſelves, nor 


our God, or acquire that ſettled temper of 
mind, which will make us happy in any cir- 


cumſtances, without abandoning the criminal 
paths of vice, and duly regulating our inordi- 


nate paſſions, let us call upon all our intellec- 


tual powers, and N them in uſing ſuch 


methods, as will make 


oſe paſſions ſubject to 


our reaſon, and all our deſires and inclinations 


_obedient to God's command. By doing ſo, 


"theſe diſturbers of our peace, and fearful wound- 


0 
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ers of our conſciences, will be in a great 115 
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fure ſuppreſſed, and we ſhall be more at lei- 
ſure, and better diſpoſed, for the ſervice of 
God and religion, and our hearts niore at lis 
berty, and freer for the exerciſe of virtue and 
goodneſs, more ready to attend to any means 
that are moſt likely to acquire that happineſs 
which will endure for ever. For the happi- 
neſs that determines with time, is not the hap 
pineſs of ſpirits fitted for eternity, and there- 
fore not worth, our hurrying after, or ſo ar- 
dently ſtriving for. 8 
Would we have nothing to obſtruct, or hin- 
der us from cloſing with ckeſe means that tend 
to quicken our endeavours after real happineſs, 
we muſt clear our minds of all filthy images, 
and give no entertainment to evil imaginations, 
or wicked deſires; we muſt purify our hearts, 
and cleanſe thoſe fountains of corruption, from 
whence theſe impure ſtreams flow, and though 
we are not ſufficient of ourſelves, to do any 
thing as of ourſelves, yet if we vigilantly exert 
our beſt faculties, God will co-operate with our 
earneſt endeavours, and enable us to cleanſe 
our hearts, to ſubdue our ſinful luſts, and diſo- 
bedient paſſions : to clear our minds of all evil 
imaginations and wicked deſires: And if we 
perſevere in our duty, we ſhall be renewed in 
the ſpirit of our minds, and fin ſhall never get 
the dominion over us. For the blood of 
Chriſt, which cleanſeth from all fin, will be 
applied to our ſouls, and effectually waſh them 
Loan the guilt and pollution of it. Would you 
© ſucceed in the performance of this great work, 
on which depends your preſent and futufe 
5 happineſs, 


| „ 
happineſs, you muſt never begin it in your o.πõ m 
- ſtrength, but firſt in a ſelf diffident manner, 
_ earneſtly addreſs yourſelves to God in prayer, 

who is a never-failing ſpring - of goodneſs, 
that you may obtain ſuch communications of 
his grace, as will cauſe great humility in your 
minds, and bring you wholly to conſis in 
God, and intirely to rely upon his mercy and 
on his unbounded goodneſs. 

The acquiring of this divine gift, and a 
Bm belief in our bleſſed Redeemer, the a- 
dorable Saviour of the world, will, with the 

internal help of the divine ſpirit, and a ſtedfaſt 

reſolution to obey God's ſacred laws, produce 
that inward peace of mind, that heavenly tem- 
per, and divine diſpoſition of ſoul, which this 
earthly globe with all its pomp, and ſplendor, 
can neither give nor take away; therefore let 
us not begin God's work with an arm of fleſh, 
nor preſume too much upon our own ſtrength; 
for without the gracious aſſiſtance of his ce- 
leſtial aid, our beſt efforts will ever prove 
fruitleſs and abortive. 
I thought it neceſſary before I entered on my 
| laſt head of diſcourſe, to caution you ainſt 
the vanities of the world, and the im offiley | 
of obtaining peace of mind, whilſt you Arran 
upon. any thing here below. For unleſs we 
are convinced of the danger, and unhappineſs 
of truſting to, and relying upon earthly = 
ſions, we ſhall never be perſuaded to 
upon God, from whom alone cometh 7 joy 
and true bleſſedneſs. I have likewiſe taken 
5 of the obligation we are under, from : 
e 
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the impotency of our mortal natures, and the 
mutability and deceitfulneſs of all ſublunary 
pleaſures, to go immediately in all our troubles 
to God, and humbly to implore the influences 
of his divine help, that we may be able to con- 
quer our vicious inclinations, and to exchange 
our brutal delights, for thoſe that are rational 
and ſublime. Theſe things we muſt earneſtly 
endeavour after, that pious thoughts and holy 
reſolutions, may make ſuch deep impreſſions 
on our ſouls, 8 will not only remove all thofe 
prejudices, which we have conceived againſt 
Internal peace, but alſo make us ready to 

comply with, and willing to purſue. and em- 
brace any means that are moſt likely, to 
| quicken our 6bedience, and to obtain fuch 
ſuccours from above, as will on our final per- 
ſeverance ſtrengthen us with all might, according 
70 God's glorious power, unto all patience and long- 
Suffering with joyfulneſs. Tr 
I ſhall now proceed in the method I propo- 
ſed, which were to make ſuch obſervations on 
the advantages that accrue to us, by learning 
this comfortable lefloh of contentment, as will 
incline us heartily to ſtudy it, and ſeek after 
the benefits that are to begained by it. 

The firſt obſervation J ſhall make, is, that 
without contentment, 7.e. without being as ſa- 
tisfied as our preſent ſtate will admit, we can 
have no real comfort or pleaſure in this world, 
nor inelination or leiſure to prepare for the 
next. 80 long as we are diſſatisfied with our 
condition, and diſpleaſed with that ſituation 
pProvidenee has placed us in, or are unwilling 
om to 
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to acknowledge God's abſolute right to diſpoſe 
of us in ſuch a manner, as is molt agreeable 
to his unerring wiſdom, our minds muſt ne- 
ceſſarily remain uneaſy, and we be rendered 
unfit for heavenly meditation, or to offer up 
ſpiritual ſacrifices to God. So that unleſs this 
inward diſſatisfaction be removed, we ſhall be 
incapable of diſcharging either ſocial or moral 
duties, and fo buſied in theſe duſky regions of 
mortality, that although nothing is more un- 
certain than human life, yet we make but lit- 
tle or no real preparation for death. Theſe are 
ſome of the ſad effects of diſcontent, and were 
we but calmly and ſeriouſly to conſider of them, 
we ſhould find them fad indeed : For we not 
only loſe the enjoyment of what we have, by 
being anxious after what we have not, but we 
alſo enervate our intellectual powers, and do fo 
reproachfully darken our underſtandings, that 
we become utterly averſe to any other delights, 
than thoſe of an earthly paradiſe, and ſuch as 
correſpond with our carnal apprehenſions. The 
violence * of our ungovernable paſſions, and 
fond attachment to earthly delights, hurry us 
after ſuch things, as will rather forward and 
increaſe, than lefſen or abate the diſquietude 
of our minds, but will never afford us any real 
ee 9 comfort 
* Ts it not a pity, that the paſſions, which are of excel- 
lent ſervice to mankind, when properly exerciſed, ſhould. 
not be ſet at a true pitch, ſince they are the movements of 
the ſoul, therefore great care ſhould be taken, to place 
them on worthy objects; for if they are rightly fixed, the 


happineſs. of life is promoted, and it will be impoſſible to 
enjoy ourſelves ſo agreeably, as when our affections are 


juſtly directed, and rightly employed. | | 


And 
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comfort or durable ſatisfaction, when under 
any of the calamities, and evils, with which 


we are conſtantly ſurrounded, 
Again, Sober reflections on the miſeries of 

ſuch as know no pleaſures ſuperior to thoſe of 

ſenſe, are enough to convince us of the folly 


and unhappineſs of all thoſe, who are carried 


away with the fluctuating and fleeting plea- 
ſures thereof. Senſual men are ſo eager in 


purſuing thoſe things, which experience ſuffi- 


ciently proves, have it not in their power to 
ſatisfy the deſires of their minds, that they are 
become quite ſtrangers to ſpiritual delights, and 
their fondneſs for earthly things, leave them 
no taſte or reliſh for heavenly things. Were 
unprejudiced reflections made on theſe things, 
we ſhould find the condition of ſuch men to 


be really miſerable ; for their happineſs always 


hes at a diſtance, and it never conſiſts in what 
they have, but in what they have not, and the 
pleaſures they propoſe to themſelves, are ſo pre- 
carious and uncertain, that they are not ſure 
they ſhall ever enjoy them. But ſuppoſing they 
were certain to participate of thoſe pleaſures 
they ſo heartily wiſh for, and unweariedly ſeek 


| after, 

And therefore, would men reftrain their wandering de- 
ſires, and keep within the facred bounds of moderation, 
they would feel ſuch inward ſprings of bliſs, as would in- 
duce them not to delay this momentous work, but inſtant- 
ly to ſet about this weighty affair, and put in practice 


4 


poet's reſolution. 1 


To rules of poetry no more confin'd, 

T learn to ſmooth and harmonize my mind ; 

Teach ev'ry thought within its bounds to roll, 

And keep the equal meaſure of the ſoul. | 
| EN Pops, Vol. iv. p. 231. 
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after, this they cannot be certain of, that thoſe 
pleaſures will not bring with them, much more 
evil than goo For often the things we have 
been moſt deſirous of, and moſt ſolicitouſly 
concerned about, we have had the greateſt rea- 
fon to wiſh, we had never given ourſelves any 
trouble after them, nor contracted any intima- 
cy or acquaintance with them. : 
I Theſe meditations impartially weighed, and 
attentively conſidered, would diſcover the miſery 
of the mind without contentment, and are e- 
nough to cure us of an inordinate love for the 
world, and to make us give over chaſing the emp- 
ty, and uncertain pleaſures thereof. Pleaſures that 
are always in our expectation greateſt, and ſhine 
with the brighteſt luſtre when at the fartheſt diſ- 
ance, but leſſen when we make a nearer approach 
to them. Earthly delights are ſo deceitful, that 
they ſeldom anſwer the ideas we have formed 
of them, for if we come to be poſſeſſed of 
them, thoſe ſlippery amuſements frequently va- 
niſh, and our ſuppoſed felicity comes to no- 
thing *. In a word, were the vanities of the 
world, and the inſtability of human affairs, 
E 2 pt with 
* A greater inſtance of man's mutable condition is hard- 
ly poſſible to be produced, than that of Cardinal Wolſay, 
who was the moſt wealthy, and abfolute miniſter of fate 
this kingdom ever had, yet in the height of all his glory, 
and in the midft of his ſecurity, he fell by his own impert- 


ous haughty temper, and the capricious humour of a de- 
ſpotic prince, who was determined to ruin him. 


Farewel; a long farewel to all my greatnefs. 
This is the ſtate of man; to day he puts forth 
The tender leaves of hope, to-morrow bloſſoms, 


And bears his bluſhing honours thick upon him; 


[ 681 


with the bitter remembrance of the ſorrows 


and troubles we have met with, in cloſely pur- 
ſuing them, but properly to affect our deceived 


minds, they would make us retreat from the 
world, and retire immediately into ourſelves, 


and put us upon learning this divine and hea- 
venly leſſon, which would qualify us for any 
condition in life ; and we ſhould be brought 
to have ſuch diſpoſitions, as would arm us a- 
gainſt all the hardſhips and diſappointments 
thereof, A leflon, which if well learned, will 
make us happy in the worſt circumſtances, and 
without it we ſhall be but miſerable in the beſt. 
Theſe obſervations ſufficiently prove the miſe 

of the mind, without unfeigned ſubmiſſion to 
the will of God, and that men are inſenſibly 
led on, to purſue their own ruin, who have 
too great an intimacy with the world. For it 


unſettles their minds, makes men ſtrangers to 


themſelves, and intirely forgetful of their kind 


. Cieator, and deſtitute of all thoſe chaſte and 


excellent pleaſures Which are peculiar to the 
ſoul of man. 2dly, 
The third day comes a froſt, a killing froſt ; 


And when he thinks, good eaſy man, full ſurely 


His greatneſs is a ripening, nips his root 
And then he falls ag I do. 


Walſcy was Archbiſhop, of York, Biſhop of — Ab- 
bot of St. Alban's, Cardinal Legate a latere for life, Lord 
Chancellor of England, Prime Miniſter, and favourite to 
the King, careſſed by the Emperor, reſpected by the Pope, 
regarded by all the Princes of Europe, with almoſt an ab- 


ſolute power in England, where nothing of moment was 


tranſacted either in ſpirituals or temporals, for ſome conſi- 
derable time, but by his ſole management and direction. 


Count all the advantage proſp'tous vice attains, q 
*Tis but what virtue flies from, and diſdains. 
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2dly. 1 ſhall now make ſome obſervations 
on the happineſs of the mind with content- 
ment. Content is the gift of God, and not 
the certain effect of any thing here below, and 
the value of it is too great, to be beſtowed on 
any, but ſuch as do with ſubmiſſion and hu- 
mility, diligently ſeek for it, and are: made 
ſenſible of its real worth, and tranſcendent ex- 
cellency. For it removes our uneaſineſſes, quiets 
our minds, reconciles us to any ſtate, baniſhes 
all murmuring, and diſtruſtful thoughts of pro- 
dence, ſets us above the reach of calumny and 
contempt, makes the hardeſt yoke eaſy, and 
the heavieſt burthen light. Whenever this di- 
vine gift is introduced into our ſouls, we ſhall 
be no longer flaves to the enticements of the 
world, nor held in captivity by any of its en- 
ſnaring charms ; but we ſhall be at full liberty 
to diſcharge thoſe great and important duties 
of virtue and religion, which will render us 
highly acceptable to a good and merciful God, 
and every way pleaſant and agreeable to all ſin- 
cere and upright men. Duties that will pu- 
rify and refine our minds, and make them fit 
to dwell with immortal ſpirits, to have an e- 
ternal reſt with angels, and the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect. This divine“ gift, when. 
E 3 | ever 


* Reſiznation is an eaſy pillow, on which the mind may 
quietly reſt, without penetrating into the ſecrets of nature, 
or making undue excurſions into futurity. Let me take 
ſanctuary in this divine virtue, then ] ſhall be perfectly ſa- 
tisfied, that he who made me to be happy here, will not diſ- 

appoint my hopes and expectations ef happineſs hereafter, 
The fixing my ſoul on this immoveable rock, that my future 
as well as my preſent ſtate, are both ordered by an almigtty 
and good God, will afford me the greateſt tranquility. 
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ever we come to the enjoyment of it, will 


bring us to the free uſe of our reaſon, and put 
us upon our guard, and make us fo to watch, 
the ſudden emotions of our minds, that we 
ſhall not be ſo apt, to break out into anger, 
at every croſs accident we may meet with, nor 
be difcompoſed at every injury that may be of- 
fered us. For it will take off the roughneſs 
of our tempers, make our paſſions ſmooth. and 
even, and we ſhall be happy within ourſelves, 
and a pleaſure to all around us. This virtuous 
and heavenly qualification of mind, will form 
the foul for every condition in life, and when 
it has got poſſeſſion of our hearts, we ſhall no 
longer be enquiring abroad after happineſs, but 
looking for it at home, where it is moſt likely 
to be found ; and there we ſhall find our true 
happineſs lies, and we ſhall experimentally feel, 
that all our ſearches for it in things without, 
will ever prove vain and ineffectual. We ſhall 
then diſcover the unſatisfactorineſs of all earthly 


poſſeſſions, and ourown molt egregiousfolly, and 


monſtrous impiety, in not only hurrying from 
one diverſion to another, and neglecting to ac- 


quire a facred intercourſe with God, who called 


us from our original ſtate of nothing, and has 


moſt bountifully provided for our ſubſiſtence, 


but we ſhall alſo ſee the neceſſity of curbing our 
deſires, and elevating our conceptions above all 
earthly concerns; in order devoutly to ap- 
proach that munificent Being, who will not 
diſappoint our moſt ſanguine hopes, but gently 
lead us to ſuch ſalutary delights, as are laſting 
as our immortal natures, and will content our 
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diſſatisfied and roving minds For when the 
levity of our ſpirits is removed, and our affec- 
tions are ſtedfaſtly fixed on him, who is an 
everlaſting fountain of bleſſedneſs, and the e- 
ternal ſource of heart- felt joy, we ſhall find 
that inward complacency, and durable delight, 
which reſult from our intire dependance upon 
God, and the hopes of poſſeſſing that ſtate of 
glory, where fin will be deſtroyed by trium- 
phant virtue, and forrow ſucceeded by ineffa- 
ble and eternal joys. Were we in earneſt to 
obtain the divine conſolations, or to reduce the 
appetites of our bodies, to the reaſon of our 
minds, we ſhould ſenſibly perceive the happy 
effects of our induſtry, and the wiſdom not 
only of looking up to God, and with an indif- 
ferency on every tranſient delight, and ſplendid 
enjoyment here below, but we ſhould clearly 
perceive our main intereſt, and wherein our 
trueſt felicity conſiſts; and therefore ler us lay 
afide every weight, and the fin which doth ſo eafily 
beſet us, let us run with patience the race that is 
ſet before us, looking unto Jeſus the author and fi- 
niſher of our faith, who for the joy that was ſet 
before him, endured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, 
and is ſet down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. Did we conſider the gracious end and de- 
ſign of our Redeemer's ſufferings, and that he 
who was heir of the world, for our ſakes voluntaril 
became poor, that we thro' His poverty might he 
made rich, and that the greater our trials arg on 
earth, the brighter will be our crown in hea- 
ven; we ſhould be thoroughly ſatisfied with 
any ſtate or condition, be it ever ſo mean, and 

| | | not 
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not envious at the proſperity of others, be it 
ever ſo great. We ſhall be ſo firmly per- 
ſuaded of God's goodneſs, and of his almighty 
protection, from the many inſtances we have 
had of his love, and his readineſs to help, and 
relieve us in our greateſt dangers, that we 
ſhall fear no evils, nor have any reaſon to 
doubt of his goodneſs. But that in our deepeſt 
diſtreſſes, we ſhall have recourſe to God for 
ſuccour, and in the time of our heavieſt af- 
fliction, we ſhall fly immediately to him for 
refuge, not doubting, but that in God's good 
time, we ſhall have a happy deliverance out 
of all our troubles, or meet with ſuch relief, 
as will keep us om ſinking under them, or 
from being oppreſſed with the weight of them. 

Finally, The contented man looks upon ſin 
as the worſt of evils; and dreads nothing ſo 
much as its fatal conſequences. He is ſenſible 
that it will lie like a heavy weight upon the 
mind, and ſo preſs down the ſoul, that it can- 
not ſoar aloft: It will ſpoil all his pleaſures, and 
ſhorten all his enjoyments. As to this world, 
he looks upon it as really what it is, the ſeat 
of ſorrows and diſappointments; and therefore 
takes things as he finds them, and though aſ- 
ſured he ſhall meet with much rough way, bad 
weather, ill treatment, from wicked and de- 
ſigning men, many inden from rude paſſen- 
gers as he paſſes along in the road of life; and 
for no other reaſon, but becauſe he is inflexibly 
reſolved to continue in the narrow and ſure 
path of virtue; yet, he is determined not to 
enter into the broad and ſlippery way of vice; 


5 becauſe | : 
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becauſe it cannot be long before he ſhall be at 
his journey's end. For death, like the friend- 
ly angel, which delivered St. Peter out of pri- 
ſon, will free his immortal ſpirit “ from its ta- 
bernacle of earth; and then the foul will take 
its flight into the glorious realms of light, and 
immortality ; where it will dwell in an unin- 
terrupted ſtate of bliſs, and his days of mourn- 
ing ſhall be over: His wearied ſoul ſhall then 
enjoy an eternal reſt, in the preſence of -that 
God who will wipe away all tears from his eyes, 
and remove every ſorrow from his heart ; pain 
and fickneſs, ſorrow and crying ſhall be no you 

* The dying chriſtian to his ſoul at its leaving the 
cloudy fleeting moments of time, and entering into the 
refulgent and unchangeable regions of eternity. 


Vital ſpark of heav'nly flame, 
Quit, oh quit this mortal frame; | 
Trembling, hoping, ling'ring, flying, 
Oh the pain, the bliſs of dying ! 
Ceaſe, fond nature, ceaſe thy ſtrife, 
And let me languiſn into life. 
Hark ! they whiſper, angels ſay, 
Siſter ſpirit come away. | 
What is this abſorbs me quite, 
Steals my ſenſes, ſhuts my ſight, 
Drowns my ſpirit, draws my breath? 
Tell me, my ſoul, can this be death! 


The world recedes, it diſappears 3 

Heaven opens on my eyes, my ears 
With ſounds ſeraphic ring, oa 

Lend, lend your wings, I mount, I fly, 

O grave where is thy victory! 
8 death, where is thy ſting ! 


This ode was written in imitation of the famous ſonnet 
of Adrian to his departing ſoul ; and is ſaid to excel it in 
| ſenſe and ſublimity, as much as the chriſtian ſyſtem does 
the pagan theology, 


1 174. 
The fun ſhall not ſearch him by day, nor the moon 
freeze him by night. For the Lord God will be 
his everlaſting light and hife, and he ſhall reign 
with him for ever and ever. This is the true 
foundation of a chriſtian's comfort and ſupport, 
that in the midſt of all the troubles and cala- 
mities which he meets with here below, he 


can look up to an eternity of joy, and unmixed 
pleaſures above. I have now done with what 
J propoſed : And if theſe obſervations were 
impregnated with a divine warmth on our 
hearts, we ſhall no longer put off the learning 
this great and important leſſon; but immedi- 
_ ately ſet about it, and aſſiduouſly apply our- 
ſelves to it, with a firm reſolution of perſever- 
ing in it, till we have truly learned in whatſo- 
ever fate we are in, to be therewith content. 
* To conclude : Le? us who are of to day, be 
| ; that is, let us, who enjoy the glorious 
light of the goſpel, provoke not God to with- 
5 draw 


*I have wholly endeavoured through this diſcourſe, to 
point out ſuch means as will reduce the paſſions to obedi- 
ence, that right reaſon might not be degraded, or ſacrifi- 
ced, by the power of over-bearing appetites : but that truth 
may preſide and govern the intellectual œc]˖omy. This 

being the ſure method to eftabliſh true peace of mind, and 
render human life more agreeable, the fear of death leſs 
terrible, and ſhew us that we can only reſt ſecurely in re- 
fignation to the will of the fupreme Being. When our 
ſouls are thus elevated to heaven, it matters little what ſpot 
of earth we dwell on, or what glittering titles or diffe- 
rent honours we ate poſſeſſed of. If we would maintain 
tranquility of mind, amidſt all the accidents of life to which 
we are expoſed, we mult not be tranſported by proſperity, 
nor caſt down by adverſity, becauſe our adherence to this 
diſpoſition will make us proof againſt the danger and dif- 
ficulties of both theſe ſtates, 


n | 
draw it from us, by depreciating his benefi- 
cence ; or reviling his adminiſtration in the go- 
vernment of the world ; or murmuring, or 
complaining of his providence, for not hu- 
mouring us in our wickedneſs, and indulging 


us in our extravagancies. Would we have 
this great, and invaluable bleſſing continued to 
us, let us often call to mind the inconceivable 
greatneſs of God's love, in beſtowing it on us; 
who were always acting in direct oppoſition to 
him, and living in open rebellion againſt him; 
and then inſtead of reproaching his providence, 
or queſtioning his wiſdom, power, and good- 
neſs, we ſhall ſee the greateſt reaſon to reve- 
rence and adore him : For he ſhewed the 
moſt compaſſionate, and tendereſt regard for 
our ſpiritual and eternal welfare, when we took 
none for ourſelves ; and ſpared us, who juſtly 
deſerved to be puniſhed, when he might have 
cut us off, in the midſt of our grievous crimes, 
and repeated provocations ; and have com- 
manded us immediately, to appear before him 

at his judgment-ſeat. 
In fine : Let us humbly ſubmit ourſelves to 
God, and we ſhall find that nothing will turn 
more to our advantage, than an entire ſubmiſ- 
fion to his will, and an univerſal obedience to 
his laws : —— his juſtice in all his 
proceedings with us ; then may we depend up- 
on him without fear, and rely upon him with- 
out any danger of being deceived. - God bears 
an everlaſting love to us, and is always con- 
cerned for our preſent and future felicity. God 
is an immutable Being, and in all his purpoſes 
| | of 
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of goodneſs unchangeable, 7he lame Ged yeſter- 


day, to day, and for ever. Thele words are not 
written in ſand, nor diſperſed by the boiſterous 
wind, but will ſtand in full force, when this 
elementary world ſhall be diſſolved, when hea- 
ven and earth ſhall be no more, and this mag- 
nificently grand and beautiful fabric entirely 


conſumed, cternal ages ſhall not diminiſh their 


power, nor alter what the mouth of the Lord hath 


' ſpoken, I know that thou art, and that thou like- 


wiſe art a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 
thee, and delight to imitate thy amiable per- 
fections, and therefore whoever builds his houſe 
on * this immutable Deity, and is content with 
that ſtation, providence has placed him in, 

1 ſhall 


Serious reflections on the world's vaniſhing away, and 
that mortal life will ſoon have an end, and we muſt take 
up our lodging in the duſt, till the laſt trumpet ſhall ſound, 
and alarm this region of ſlumber, ſhould make us more di- 
ligent in our preparations for judgment, that we may be 
acquitted at this tremendous proceſs, and joyfully reſt in 
the boſom of eternity. t | 

A thorough fenſe of theſe things, of the heavens being 
roll'd up as a ſcroll and the earth alſo, and all the works 
that are therein ſhall be burnt up, and whatſoever we ado- 
red and admired as grand and magnificent, conſumed in 
the dreadful maſs of fire, and for ever loſt in the flames 
thereof, made ſuch ſtrong impreſſions on my mind that I 
immediately ti anſcribed the following lines. . 

Where are now the great empires of the world, and their 
grand imperial cities, their pillars, trophies, and monu- 
ments of glory? Shew me where they ſtood, read the in- 


ſcription, tell me the victor's name, what remains, what 
impreſſions, what difference, or diſtinction, do you ſee in 


this maſs of fire? Rome itſelf, eternal Rome, the great 
city, the empreſs of the world, whoſe domination, and ſu- 
'perſtition, ancient and modern, make a great part of the 
hiſtory of the earth; what is becoine of her now ? She — 

er 
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ſhall have the eternal God for his refuge, and 
underneath him will be his everlaſting arms, 
that will keep him from falling into the midſt 
of thoſe many evils; with which we are ſur- 
rounded, and preſerve him from becoming a 
prey to the furies and inſults of his bittereſt - 
enemies. Let us remember the ſhortneſs of 
human life, and the ſwift reproaches of unre- 
lenting death, leſt when we are cargerly pur- 
ſuing our temporal affairs, and fooliſhly erect- 
ing our palace on the ſand, the king of terrors 
ſhould ſuddenly alarm us, and command us 
inſtantly to leave our earthly poſſeſſions, and 
appear immediately before the awful tribunal 
of God. Let us frequently reflect on the mi- 
ſeries of ſuch as ſhall be found at that tremend- 
1 | * 15 ous 
her foundations deep, and her palaces were ſtrong and 
ſumptuous: She glorified herſelf, and lived deliciouſly, and 
ſaid in her heart, I fit a queen, and ſhall ſee no ſorrow. 
But her hour is come, ſhe is wiped away from the face of 
the earth, and buried in perpetual oblivion. But it is not 
cities only, and the works of mens hands, but the ever- 
laſting hills, the mountains and rocks of the earth, are 
melted as wax before the ſun, and their place is no where 
found. Here ſtood the Alps, a prodigious range of ſtone, 
the load of the earth that covered many countries, reach- 
ed their arms from the ocean to the black ſea ; this huge 
maſs of ſtone is ſoftened and diffolved, as a tender cloud 
into rain. Here ſtood the African mountains, and Atlas, 
with his top above the clouds. There was frozen Ca ucaſſus, 
and Taurus, and Imaus, and the mountains of Aa. 
And yonder towards the north ſtood the Riphean 
hills, clothed in ice and ſnow. All theſe are vaniſhed, 
dropped away as ſnow upon their heads, and ſwallowed: up 
in a red ſea of fire. Great and marvellous are thy works, 
Lord God Almighty. Juſt and true are thy ways, thou 
King of ſaints. Hallelujah. Dr. Burnet's Theory of the 
Earth, | . IF: . 
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ous day, to have forfeited their right to God's fa- 
vour, and loſt their title to that deſired happineſs 
which will endure for ever, by ſpeaking con- 
temptuouſſy of God's providence, and im- 
peaching his juſtice, by queſtioning his good- 
_ neſs, and caſting contempt on his wiſe and 
Juſt adminiſtration. If we ſeriouſly conſider 
theſe things, and no longer vilify the divine 
proceedings, but live like thoſe who are pre- 
pared for judgment, and ready to anſwer at 
that deciſive revolution, when the everlaſting 
volumes ſhall be opened, and Jeſus ſhall ap- 
| pear in the clouds of heaven, attended with an 
obſequious throng of glorious angels, to judge 
the quick and the dead, we ſhall hear the final 
ſentence pronounced with joy, and perceive 
that the ſcene is entirely changed, that all 
earthly diſtinctions are ceaſed, and that the 
virtuous only, however ignominiouſly treated 
by men, will be highly honoured by God, and 
ſtand upon a level with the brighteſt ſeraph. 
And therefore, ſince we have here no conti- 
nuing city, and time glides ſo ſwiftly over our 
heads, that after a few days more are gone, 
our warfare will be accompliſhed, and if we 
have divinely exerciſed our thinking powers, 
and preferred the love of Almighty God, be- 
fore all the empty grandeur of this world, or 
the deluſive pleaſures of this dying life, our 
days will end in triumph, our ſun ſet in a ſe- 
rene ſky, and we ſhall enter that kingdom, 
where we ſhall be numbered with the ſaints, 
and made equal with the angels of God. Were 
we thoroughly ſenſible of theſe things, and as 


devoutly 


With the ſhort line of human unde | 
we ſhould enjoy ſuch a ſweet compoſure of 
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devoutly ready to plead with God for mercy, 
as we are to meaſure God's infinite perfections, 


» 


mind, and fuch full ſatisfaction in our fouls, 
as would make us more chearful in our obe- 


dience, more in earneſt ſeeking after God, and 


better acquainted with ourſelves, and our on 
deceitful hearts. When thus devoutly and vi- 
gilantly exerciſed, if our affections reached the 
_ celeſtial throne of mercy, and entered heaven on 
the wings of devout and fervent prayer, we ſhall 
receive ſuch divine ſuceours from above, as will 
enable us to mortify every diſorderly paſſion 


that may ſtand in our way, to obſtruct our en- 


deavours, or to retard our progreſs in the 
chriſtian life. Such thoughts as theſe would 
fix in our minds a juſt ſenſe of our uncertain 
ſtate, as well as the impotency, and weakneſs 
of our natures; ſo that if attended to, they 
would make us truly ſenſible, that the ſtrong- 
eſt efforts we are capable of making, towards 
obtaining inward peace, and tranquility of ſoul, 
without the divine concurrence, will ever prove 
fruitleſs and unſucceſsful, Therefore, let us in 
a firm perſuaſion of God's goodneſs, and a juſt 


ſenſe of our unworthineſs, humbly addreſs our- 


ſelves to God in prayer, to pardon our manifold 
fins, and cleanſe us from thedefilements of them, 
with the preczous blood of bis Son; that theſe im- 
placable enemies of our peace may be waſhed 
away. When men have thus felt the divine 
energy, they will not only be able to paſs thro' 
this vale of miſery and ſorrow, with a * 
0 
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of internal {pleaſure and ſatisfaction, but God 
will alſo at the end of their warfare, lead them 
into that glorious kingdom of bliſs, where 
happineſs is as everlaſting as God the object of 
it, and the fouls that enjoy it. There is no- 
thing defective in the heavenly ſtate, or want-" 
ing to make our reſt perfectly eaſy ; for the 
bleſſedneſs thereof is ſurrounded with eterni 
and guarded with the immediate preſence of 
God. There' cannot be a ſtronger motive to 
patience, than infinite and eternal happineſs. 
Carnal pleaſures are ſoon over, and only grati- 
fy the viler part, the body, which are as vaniſh- | 
ing as the fictions of fancy, and the flying 
reports of ſenſe, but the joys of heaven are ſpi- 
ritual and eternal. One hour's enjoyment of di- 
vine peace, and facred communion with the ever 
blefſed God, is infinitely preferable to an eter- 
nity, ſpent in the fulſome vanities of fin, or 
the boot delights of ſenſe. Since then our 
bleſſings are ſo immenſely great, and fo pro- 
portioned to our nobleſt faculties, we ſhould 
labour to maintain our property in them; for 
many are the experiments the world affords, 
and which ſenſe provides us with, to deprive 
us of our heavenly inheritance, and to diſarm 
us of the divine ſupport ; but all their ftrata- 
gems wilt be in vain, and their moſt ſubtil in- 
ventions to no purpoſe, if we will keep a ſtrict 


| . over ourſelves, and rely upon him who 


reck of ages, and the confidence of all the 
| 4 Of the earth. If then we have ſecured an 


intereſt in God, and in his ſacred covenant cf 
mercy, he will ſo guard us by bis 
almighty 


| [8] 1 
almighty power, and afford us ſuch interpoſing 
rays of happineſs; that we ſhall have no evils to 
fear from him; nor from the moſt terrifying 
9 — of nature, but when all things look 

black around us, and ſtorms are gathering ſo 
thick upon us, that we know not were to fly 
for ſhelter; in the midſt of theſe terrible com- 
motions, we inay find a ſure hiding place in 
God, and a refuge of ſafety in the ſanctuary of 
the moſt high. Conſiderations on the great- 
neſs of God's glorious Majeſty, and the overflow- 
ing goodneſs of this all ſufficient Being, whoſe 
power and benignity extends to all creatures, 
and to the care and preſervation of every indi- 
vidual, cauſed the prophet to uſe theſe raptu- 
rous expreſſions, and to break forth into theſe 
. triumphant exultations : Although the fig tree 
ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the vine, 
the labour of the olive ſhall fail, and the field ſhall 
yield no meat, the flock ſhall be cut off from the 
fold, and there ſhall be no herds in the falls, yet, 
ſays he, will IJ rejcice in the Lord, and triumpb 
in the God of my ſalvation. God who is infinite 
in power, has all nature entirely at his*diſpoſal, 
and can ſupply us in every condition, he is 
5 VVV 
* Inſtead of pretending to cenfure the order of provi- 
dence, let us carefully mend our own conduct, and when 


we are expoſtulating with the Diety, think of theſe admi- 
table and excellent verſes of Cleanthes. 


Parent of nature, aſter of the world, 
Where'er thy providence directs behold 
My ſteps with chearful reſignation turn, 
Fate leads the willing, drags the backward on, 
Why ſhould I grieve, when grieving I muſt bear 
Or take with guilt what guiltleſs I might ſhare. 
| See RefleQions on Exile. 
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from everlaſti ng. to everlaſting, and Lis rightecuſneſs 


extends to childrens chularen, and his faithfulneſs to 
all generations. God's people under great heavi- 
neſs of ſpirit, have no reaſon to be diſmayed, ſo 
ing as their minds are ſtayed on him, for the | 


hand of the Lord is not ſhortened, nor is his power 


and goodneſs in the leaſt diminiſhed, but when- 


ever they are involved in any great calamity, or 


grievoully oppreſſed with any ſore affliction, if 
they will patiently reſign themſelves to God, 
and quietly wait the final iſſue and event of 
things, God will fpeak peace to their afflicted 
ſoul-, and revive their ſorrowful hearts, with 
the light of his countenance, and with the joy 
of his propitious preſence. So that when we 
have paſſed the waves, and ſtorms of this tem- 


peſtuous world; and have fought the good fight of 


faith, awe ſhall obtain the ſalvation of our ſouls, and 
be crowned with joy and gladneſs in the day of the 


Lord Feſus. Then will all his obedient ſer- 
vants, be eternally fixed in manſions of unmix- 
ed pleaſures, and fo placed under the divine care 
and protection, that no evils can approach to hurt 


them, or any thing of an unquiet or injurious | 


nature come near to diſturb the peaceable in- 
habitants of thoſe ſerene regions. There only 
the truly reſigned foul ſhall reign in triumph; 

ard real righteouſneſs will be diſplayed i in full 
glory and unchangeable beauty, I ſhall now - 


cloſe this diſcourſe with an excellent collect of 


our church. 


O Almighty God, who alone canſt order 
the unruly wills and affections of ſinful men ; 


grant 
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grant unto thy people, that they may love the 
thing which thou commandeſt, and deſire that 
which thou doſt promiſe : that ſo amon g the 
ſundry and manifold changes of the world, our 
hearts may ſurely there be fixed, where true 


Joys are to be found, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 


Now the God of peace, that brought again from 
the dead our her Jeſus, that great ſhepherd of 
the ſheep, through the blood of the everlaiiing co 
venant, make you perfect in every good work to 

"do bis will; working in you that which is wel- 


plegſing in his fight, through Jeſus Chriſt, to + 


whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


9.8 In hen part of this diſcourſe, I ſpeak of the 
Holy Spirits aſſiſtance, I mean a power which operates 


with our rational faculties, and brings the mind with free- 


dom, to the exerciſe of love and univerſal benevolence 5 
things, God-like in their nature, and unchangeable in 
their obligation. Or wherever mention is made of faith, [ 
do not mean a blind implicit belief, or a number of airy 
notions in the head, that have no tendency to promote 
goodneſs, but, by faith, I underſtand a principle ſeated in 
the heart, grounded on "ſufficient reaſon, ſupported by the 
weight of its authority, and which is productive of every 
moral and ſocial duty. For the great harmony of the 
world conſiſts in the juſt ſubordination of the ſeveral ranks | 
of beings to one another, and of all o the ſupreme direc- 

tor, who has 9 them. 
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Devout Ejaculations and Prayers. 


UR help cometh from thee, O Lord, who 
made heaven and earth. 
Comfort the fouls of thy ſervants, for unto thee, 
O Lord, do we lift up cur fouls, 
In thee do we put our truſt all the day long, let 
us not be confounded. Gracious is the Lord, and 
rightecus : yea, our God is merciful. 


Turn again then unto thy reſt, O my ſeul, for 
the Lord hath rewarded thee.” 


T found trouble and heavineſs, and I called upon 
the name of the Lord; O Lord I beſeech thee, de- 
lever my ſoul. 

The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth them, 
and ſaveth them out of all their troubles. Bleſſed 
are the people, whoſe God is the Lord Jehovah, and 
bleſſed are the folk that be bath choſen to bimpelf, 
to be his inheritance. | 


De Lord is my Arengtb, and my field, my 
beart hath truſted in him, aud Lam helped. . © 
Iwill be glad and rejoice in thy mercy, for thou . 
haſt confidered my trouble, and known my foul in 
adverſities. My foul ſhall make her loa in the 
Lord; the humble ſhall hear theresf, and be glad. 
The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a 2 5 
beart, and ſaveth ſuch as be of a contrite ſpirit. 
For the high and lifty one that inhabits eternity, 
whoſe name is Holy, who dwells in the high and 
holy place, does not diſdain to dwell with lum, .that 
is of a contrite and humble ſpirit, to revive the 


ſpirit of the humble; and to relieve the hearts of 
the Tags: ONES. | 


A Prayer 
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Prager for Contentment. 
.F ORD, root out of my ſoul all that ori- 
| ginal Corruption, which is the fountain 
of all evil, cleanſe by thy holy ſpirit that im- 
pure heart from whence all wicked thoughts 
and evil deſires proceed, learn me in whatever 
ſtate I am, therewith to be content; let me 
| Envy no one his gifts, or poſſeſſions, keep me 
from a worldly and. covetous heart. Let me 
remember that godlineſs with contentment, is 
1 gain, and that it is my duty to be ſatiſ- 
ed, if I have only food and raiment; and 
even though I ſhould ſometimes want theſe, 
ſuffer me not, O God, to murmur againſt thy 
providence, or attempt to procure them by 
unlawful means, but patiently to wait on thee 
in humble and conſtant prayer ; and thus do 
thou, moſt gracious God, write all thy laws 
in my heart, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, my 


bleſſed Saviour. Amen, 
A Prayer for due Preparation to die and a Readi- 


15 Y e 
ORD what is our life but a vapour, that 
appears for a little time, and then va- 
niſheth away. Even at the longeſt how ſhort, 
and at the ſtrongeſt how frail ; and when we 
think ourſelves moſt ſecure, we know. not 
what a day may bring forth, nor how ſoon 
thou mayſt come, to call us to our account. 
Quickly we ſhall be as water ſpilt on the ground, 
which cannot be gathered up again. Quick - 
Iy ſnatched away hence, and our place here 

| TT" © _ ſhall 


, v * 
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ſhall know us no more. Time itſelf is upon 
the wing, and our days one after another fly 
away, and we know not how near our laſt 
may be, when our bodies ſhall be laid in the 
grave, and our ſouls appear before God's aw- 
Jul tribunal, to receive the final ſentence of 
cternal bliſs, or everlaſting woe. Deareſt Fa- 
ther forgive us our manifold tranſgreſſions, and 
ſuffer them not to riſe in judgment - againſt 
us, but remember thy tender mercies and thy 
loving kindneſſes, which have been ever of 
old. O remember how ſhort my time is, and 
ſpare me a little, that J may recover my 
ſtrength, before I go hence, and be no more 
leen. Make me fo wile as to underſtand, and 
conſider my latter end, and teach me ſo to 
number my days, that I may apply my heart 
to divine and heavenly wiſdom. Lord what 
have I to do in this world, but to prepare and 
make ready for the next? In the days. of 
health and peace, of eaſe and proſperity, may 
I never forget to provide, for the time of trou- 
ble and adverſity, for the time of fickneſs and 
death, when this world's enjoyments will wi- 
ther away, and be utterly unable to ſupport 
and help me. Inſtruct me, gracious Lord, 
in this difficult taſk, and aſſiſt me in this moſt 
_ Intereſting affair, of making timely preparation 
for my dying hour, that I may not-then be 
ſurprized or terrified, but may meet it with 
courage and comfort. O merciful God, ſhew 
me how to do it, quicken me in a ſerious - 


concern, about this momentous work, teach 


Tr ERS me 


1 * 
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me ſucceſsfully to perform it, that I may be 
fitted for heaven, before I leave this earth, and 
have peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, before J depart hence, and enter into 
that ſtate, where I muſt live for ever. Lord 
make me ready to meet thee at thy coming, to 
long for that bleſſed and happy time, when thou 
wilt put an end to all my troubles and uneaſi- 
neſſes, diſappointments. and croffes, and ex- 
change my preſent being here, for an habitation 
with thee in bliſs and glory hereafter. Help me, 


O my ſtrength, fo to live, that when I come 


to die, I may ſo have lived, as to be ready 
for death, that in my laſt awful moments, I may 
have nothing to fear, but chearfully to reſign 


myſelf to God, and to the will of my hea- 


venly Father, may be mercifully admitted into 


his favour, and graciouſly received into God's 


kingdom, for the fake: of Chriſt Jeſus, our 


bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
4 Prayer for Perſcverance and Grace to endure to 


the End, and enable us to acquire eternal Life- 
and Happineſs. © 8 
Ternal God, with whom is everlaſting 
ſtrength, and before whom all things 
muſt bow and obey, keep us, we pray thee, 
from falling, and enable us to perform what- 
ever thou requireſt, and to perſevere and im- 
prove in every chriſtian grace, in all the facred 
duties of holy living. Lord thou knoweſt ho 


mutable and wavering I am, bow inclinable |, 


and prone to evil, notwithſtanding thou al- 
fordeſt me the means of falvation, and haſt 
| Bok ſhewn 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ſhewn me the way to heaven, and the path 
that leads to eternal bliſs. Thou who art an 
inexhauſtible ſource of love, and the fountain 
of all our comforts and enjoyments, take pity 
on me a ſinful creature, and have compaſſion 
on my manifold infirmities; ſtrengthen my 
inward man with thy grace, and regulate all 
the powers of my ſoul, that I may be ever 
ſubject to thy will, and obedient to all thy 
commands; and therefore I humbly intreat 
thee, O bleſſed God, who keepeſt the feet of 


thy ſaints, and haſt put thy fear in my wy 
to preſerve me from the danger of apoſtacy, * 


that being influenced by thy divine care, and 


the dread of offending thy infinite Majeſty, I 


may never ſwerve from thy holy laws, nor 
pervert thy divine and equitable precepts, but 


by wiſely improving the preſent time, and the 


few remaining moments of life, I may avoid 
the overwhelming terrors of death, and be pre- 
red for that awful hour, and an entrance 


into a joyful eternity. Lord, as thou haſt 


wonderfully manifeſted thy ſtrength, and kindly 
appeared in behalf of thy people, and mightily 
exerted thy arm in their favour, ſo I pray thee 
to employ it to my ſecurity, to the honour and 
glory of thy adorable name, and to the pre- 


ſervation and protection of my immortal ſoul. 


Leave: me not, O God, nor forſake me, but 
thou who art the rock of ages, hold thou me 
up, and J ſhall be ſafe, and never fall into 
any. of thoſe temptations which are laid by 


this enſnaring world, or the moſt ſubtle de- 
pry of mankind, to bring me to irrecovera- 


ble 
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ble ruin, and to everlaſting deſtruction. Lord, 
eſtabliſh me with thy free ſpirit, and endue me 
with ſuch a temper of mind, ſuch a heavenly 
diſpoſition of ſoul, as will cauſe me to admire 
thy — and be ſo ſatisfied of thy benevolent 
wn bars that I may never reſiſt thy merciful 
deſigns, nor abuſe.thoſe gracious means, which 
thou haſt moſt lovingly appointed, for deliver- 
957 me from the dominion of ſin, and quali- 
me for an habitation in glory. Keep 
by thy power unto ſalvation, and make 
— e Fob unto death, that I may obtain the 
- crown of life, and at the end of ia perilous 
Nate, may receive the final completion- of my de- 
ſires, and the conſummation of all my hopes, 
that happy concluſion of my faith, and the 
end of all my ſorrows, through Chriſt Jeſus, 
my glorified Head and for ever * Re- 

deemer. Amen. | 


4 Prayer for fixing the Mind fledfaſtly on Cad. 
LMIGHTY God, who art the only ſu- 
A preme happineſs of the ſoul of man, 
without the enjoyment of whom, ſhe muſt 
ever dwell in diſquietude and trouble; fix all 
the thoughts and affections of my foul upon 
thee, who alone canſt fatisfy all her defires, 
and give her a peace that paſſeth all under- 
ſtanding. I have ſufficiently experienced the 
incapacity of all earthly enjoyments to make 
me happy, and the defires' of my ſoul after 
them return back into my breaſt, empty or 
diſſatisfied, at thoſe many diſappointments they 


* met with, and are ſtill craving N 
| beyond 


9 % 
beyond the 3 of this life, to fill my 


appetites with perfect ſatisfaction. Nothing 
but God, and the enjoyment of him, is able 
to do this: Let my thoughts, my deſires, and 
all the affections of my ſoul, meet with un- 
ſpeakable ſatisfaction in him, who is the only 
author and fountain of happineſs; let them 
ſoar above the empty and ſordid pleaſures of 
this world, and wing my ſoul in its flight up- 
wards, to that perfect ſtate of bliſs, where 
thou ſhalt communicate thyſelf to her, in ſuch 
meaſures of thy ſpirit, that ſhe ſhall have no- + 
thing more to deſire, nothing to diſappoint her 
appetites, nothing to make her uneafy, but 
thou ſhalt be all in all, and the fight of thee 
and thy glory be her great and endleſs hap- 
pineſs to all eternity. Amen. | | 


A Prayer to enable us to place all our Truſt and 
| _- Confidence in God. = 

E humbly beſeech thee, O Father, 
mercifully to look upon our infirmi- 


; ties, and for the glory of thy name, turn from 


us all thoſe evils that we moſt righteouſly have 
deſerved ; and grant that in all our troubles, 
we may put our whole truſt and confidence in 
thy mercy, and never place our affections on 
the world, nor build our hopes on any of its 
momentary enjoyments, but that we may en- 
deavour to ſtrengthen our faith, and evermore 
ſerve thee in holineſs and pureneſs of living, 
to thy honour and glory, through our only 
Mediator and Advocate, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. © 3 
1 A Prayer 


911 


- A Prayer to remove the Ewils ꝛtce feel, and s 
| prevent thoſe we fear. 
God, merciful Father, that deſpiſeth not 
the ſighing of a contrite heart, nor the 
deſires of ſuch as be ſorrowful, mercifully aſ- 
fiſt our prayers that we make before thee, in 
all our troubles and adverſities, whenſoever 
they oppreſs us, and graciouſly hear us, that 
thoſe evils, which the craft and ſubtilty of the 
devil, or man worketh againſt us, may be 
brought to nought, and by the providence of 
thy goodneſs they may be diſperſed ; that we. 
thy ſervants being hurt by no perſecutions, 
may evermore give thanks unto thee in th 
holy church, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 2 3 * 5 
A Prayer for Grace to enable us, to place all our © 
Paſſions under the Power of Reaſon, that we 
may in all Conditions, intirely ſubmit to the 
divine Direction. 1 ; 
mighty God, in whoſe hands are the 
A hearts of men, and from whom cometh 
every good and perfect gift, in mercy look 
down upon us, who of ourſelves cannot do 
any thing that is good without thee, thou 
knoweſt what we are, and remembereſt where- 
of we are made, and how apt we are to forget 
it. Let thy goodneſs help our infirmities, and 
make us ſuch maſters of our paſſions, that the 
ſeyereſt diſpenſations of thy providence, may 
never be uneaſy to us, nor any provocations 
from men hurry us to rage, or impatience, but 
n Aa midſt 
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. amidſt the many ſevere trials we meet with, 
teach us to preſerve a calm and eaſy temper, a 
ſpirit ſerene and gentle, and ready to be in- 
treated. Root out of our hearts that pride and 
vanity, which cleaves ſo cloſe to our depraved 
natures, and give us ſuch a meek and quiet 
fpirit, as will be of great price in the fight of 
thee our God, and render us uſeful and accept- 
able to men. Give us, gracious Lord, ſuch ſenſe 
of thy wiſdom, and of our own folly, as will 
make us think thoſe circumſtances beſt, that 
thou haſt appointed for us, and the worſt con- 
dition we can be in, much better than we 'de- 


ſerve; that being entirely reſigned to thy will, 


we may be content in whatſoever ſtate. thou 
art pleaſed to place us in. Finally, we beſeech 
thee, not to ſuffer the temptations of intempe- 
rance to overcome us, nor our vicious appe- 
tites to enſnare us. But do thou, Lord, teach 
us ſobriety and moderation, and fo affiſt us 
with thy holy ſpirit, that amidft all the allure- 
ments to riot and exceſs, we may preſerye our 
bodies pure and undefiled temples of thy holy 
irit, for the ſake of our bleſſed Saviour and 
Nedeemer. Amen. N 
A Prayer for Peace of Mine. 
GOD, from whom all holy deſires, all 
; good counſels, and all juſt works do 
proceed, give unto thy ſervants that peace 
which the world cannot give, that both our 
hearts may be ſet to obey thy commandments, 
and alſo that by thee we being defended from 
the fear of our enemies, may paſs our time in 
reſt and quietneſs, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen, , Wis 7 
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A Prayer for divine Grace t0 | frengthen our feeble: 
Powers, to render our Services acceptable to 
| God, and ourſelves approved in his Sight,. 


GOD, the ſtrength of all them that put 
O their truſt in thee, mercifully accept our 
prayers, and becauſe through the weakneſs of 
our mortal natures, we can do no good thing 
without thee, grant us the help of thy grace, 
that in keeping thy commandments, we may 
11 t thee, through Jeng £ Chriſt. our Lord- 


. 


* 


A Prayer for Grace to withſtand the Afaults of 


the Devil, and to overcome. the Temptations of © 
the World. 


LORD, we. beſeech thee; give us grace 
8 to withſtand the temptations of the 
world, the fleſh, and the devil, and with pure 
hearts and minds to: follow thee; the only 
God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


A general Confe un of Sin. | 
Lmighty, God, father of our Lord Jeſus 
A Chet maker of all things, judge of all 
men. We do acknowledge and deßre to be- 
wall our manifold fins and wickedneſſes which 
we from time to time moſt grievouſly have 
committed, by thought, word, and deed, a- 
gainſt thy. divine majeſty; provoking moſt 
juſtly thy wrath, and indignation againſt us. 
We do ſincerely repent, and deſire to be hear- 
tily ſorry for theſe our miſ- doings, that the re- 
e e of them, may be grievous unto 


Us, 
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us, for the YE) Pick of them is intolerable; 
Have mercy upon us, moſt merciful Father, 
for thy ſon our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, for- 
give us all that is paſt, and grant that we may 
ever hereafter ſerve and pleaſe thee in newneſs 
of life, to the honour and glory of thy name, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
4 Prayer for Pardon of Sin, and to obtain the 
| divine Forgtveneſs. 
\ Lord we beſeech thee, mercifully hear 
our prayers, and ſpare all thoſe who 
confeſs their ſins unto thee, that they whoſe 
conſciences by fin are accuſed, by thy merci- 
ful pardon may be abſolved, through Jeſus | 
Chriſt our Lord, - Amen. 


A Morning Prayer for a Family. 
Q LORD God, that heareſt prayers, and 
art nigh to all them that call upon thee 
in faith, having thine eye continually upon a 
world of creatures, that depend intirely upon 
thee. As we are moved by our own neceſſi- 
ties, ſo we are encouraged by daily experience 
of thy mercy, to ſhelter ourſelves under.the 
ſhadow of thy wings, and to continue our ſup- 
plications. at thy awful throne. And we beg 
of thee, who faſhioneſt all the hearts of the 
ſons of men, that thou wilt prepare our ſouls 
to come into thy preſence, to call upon thy 
bleſſed name in a due and acceptable manner. 
Pour down upon us the 0 i 5 energy of 
thy grace, and let thy Irit help our in- 
firmities, and teach us to me ſuch nes 
are moſt agreeable to thy will, and moſt ad- 
vantageous to our precious and immortal my 
8 
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We who have taken upon us, to addreſs the 
ſovereign Majeſty of heaven and earth, are but 
ſinful duſt and aſhes, who have but too juſt 
cauſe to be afraid, leſt our manifold fins ſhould 
provoke thee to hide thy face from us, to ſhut 
up thy loving kindneſs in diſpleaſure, and to 
diſplay thy wrath againſt us. For we have 
done fooliſhly and wickedly, in not hearken- 
ing to the calls of thy word, nor obeying the 


motions of thy bleſſed ſpirit. Our iniquities 


are increaſed over our heads, and our fins are 
become a heavy burden, too grievous and too 
weighty for us to bear; they are infinite in 
number, and ſhouldeſt thou, O Lord, enter into 
ſtrict judgment with us, we could not anſwer 
thee one of a thouſand ; but we muſt lay our 
hands upon our mouths, and acknowledge our- 
ſelves guilty criminals ; and that all our de- 
pendance 1s upon thy mercy, and we can plead 
nothing in our own behalf. Be merciful to 
us, O God, miſerable ſinners, for his ſake 
whom thou haſt exalted to be à Prince and a 
Saviour, to give repentance to thy people, and 
forgiveneſs of their fins. Be merciful to us 
we pray thee, and heal our ſouls that have 
grievouſly ſinned againſt thee ; forgive our 
backſlidings, and enable us to renew our re- 
pentance, to eftabliſh our goings in thy holy 
ways, that we may not be ſo wavering, and 
ſo-inclinable to turn from our duty, after thou 
in mercy haſt ſpoken peace to our ſouls, but 
that we may go on conquering, and to con- 
quer, till all the enemies of bur falvation, ſhall : 
be aer ſubdued under our feet. Thou 


God 
”y 
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God of all grace, bring ſuch thoughts to ont 
minds, and fix ſuch conſiderations ſo power-= 
fully in our hearts, as thou knoweſt moſt ef- 
fectual, to prevail with us to do thy will, and 
keep us in the performance of our duty, till 
thou ſhalt receive us into the bleſſed kingdom 
of thy glory. And in the mean time, ſanctify 
all thy dealings to us, and bleſs us all in our 


undertakings, make us humble in a high ſtate, 


and contented in a low one, and duly careful 
of our ſouls in all; following after ſuch things 


now, as will bring us true peace and comfort 

at the laſt. Diſpoſe of us we beſeech thee, 
dur God, and all that concerns us this day, to 
- . the glory of thy name. Keep us at all times, 


and in all places, and companies, from the 
evil of ſin, and from all other evils, to which 
our ſins expoſe us. And take thou, gracious 


Father, the guidance and government of us, 


and ſo lead us here in all our ways with thy 
counſel, that hereafter thou mayeſt receive us 
into thy glory, through thy tender mercy, and 
our Saviour's abundant love, in whoſe oõẽ n 


words, we beg all things. needful for ourſelves 
and others, Our Father, &c. 


As Evening Prayer fir a Family.” 
OR, the great and glorious God, infi- 
nite in power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, the 


maker and preſerver, the ruler and diſpoſer of 


us, and of all the world, thou haſt created all 
things by thy almighty hand, and ordered all 


that thou haſt made, by thy wiſe and righteous 
Providence, and thy mercy is everlaſting, and 


over 
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dyer all thy works. Who is able to expreſs, 
or to conceive, the exceeding riches of that 
grace and goodneſs, which thou, Lord, doſt 


nes.” Nee beſtow upon ſinful creatures, who 


4 
- * * * 
- 


deſerve nothing from thee, but to be ſeverely 
puniſhed by thee. . Lord, we have taſted this 
day of thy mercy, and lived altogether upon 
thy fatherly care, and bounty; but notwith- 
ſtanding all the repeated pledges of thy favour 
to us, we have greatly abuſed thy loving kinda 


neſs, What unſuitable returns have we made 
for thy unſpeakable mercies, and the innumes 4 


rable bleſſings thou haſt heaped upon us. WM ._* 


are amazed at the multitude of our fins, th 
we haye committed, againſt the light of hy” 


goſpel, and the, inward motions of thy holy = 


2 ee ogg all that patience, and long for- 

earance, which thou, Lord, haſt exerciſed 
towards us, and againſt the many me 
and mercies, which thou from time to time, 
haſt made uſe of in order to reclaim us, and 


to turn us from our wicked courſes. Lord, 


our provocations are ſo exceeding great, that 
we are afraid of thy heavy diſpleaſure, and that 


the day of thy patience is at an end: that thou 


wilt give us no more of the grace, which we 


have ſo ſhamefully abuſed, no more of that 


2 bleſſed bf irit, whom we have ſo frequently re- 
ſiſted. Lord, we ſhould have nothing to ex- 


aſſured, that thy mercy, rejoices over judgment, 
and that thou delighteſt not in the; death of 
ſinners, but rather that they ſhould, turn to 
thee and live. Therefore thou leaveſt us theſe 


G | oppor- 
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opportunities to appear before thee, to plead 
— 5 our God, fer che welfare of our Im 
tal ſouls, that have reproachfully ſinned againſt 
thee, and grievouſly violated thy righteous com- 
mands. And what have we to plead, bleſſed 
Lord, but thy gracious goodneſs, and merciful 
intentions, to ſave returning penitents, and to 
make them partakers of thy glory. Thou 
haſt ſent thy only ſon, to be our almighty Sa- 
viour; and he that did no ſin, was manifeſted 
to take away our ſins. For his ſake be pleaſed 
to ſpare us, and forgive us our tranſgreſſions. 
Turn away thy wrath from us, graciouſly re- 
ceive us to thy favour, and comfort us with a 


well grounded aſſurance of thy mercy, and 


that our many and grievous offences are par- 
doned. And becauſe ſuch is the frailty of our 
_ natures, that without the aid of thy efficacious 
grace we cannot do any thing that 'is good. 
We pray thee, Lord, to help us with thy 
grace, and fo to aſſiſt us with thy bleſſed ſpirit, 
that we may be fortified againſt all temptati- 
ons, and be diligent and faithful in thy ſer- 
vice. Be pleaſed, O God, to manifeſt thy- 
ſelf to our ſouls, and to make ſuch diſcoveries 
of thy will to us, as will give us a right know- 
ledge of thee, the only true God, and Jeſus. 
Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. Give us, bleſſed 
Lord, ſuch power from above, as will enable 
us to perform our duty acceptably, and to act 
according to that degree of light, which thou 
| haſt imparted to us, that we may no longer 
hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs, but may 
walk as children of the light and of the day ; 
WE | may 


1 

may not only be almoſt, but altogether ſuch 
as thou wouldſt have us to be, then ſhall we 
have cauſe to give thee praiſe and glory to all 
eternity. Which thing we not only beg for 
ourſelves, but for all who are with us partak- 
ers of the ſame common nature, eſpecially for 
thy whole church, whereſoever diſperſed, or 
however diſtreſſed over the face of the earth; 
for our Sovereign Lord King GzoRGx, and all 
the Royal Family; for our rulers and coun- 
ſellors, for our miniſters and teachers, for our 
relations and neighbours, our friends: and be- - 
nefactors, and for all thy afflicted ſervants, 
whatſoever their trials. or troubles may be. 
Supply all their wants, and fulfil all their de- 
ſires, as is moſt agrecable to thy heavenly wiſ- 
dom, and to thy mercy in Chriſt Jeſus. Thou 
Lord are the great preſerver of men, who haſt 
bleſſed us this day, and provided for us all 
our days; make us thoroughly ſenſible of thy 
goodneſs, which we have ſo bountifully a6 | 
ſo long experienced. Make us mindful of 
theſe ineſtimable obligations, and how greatly 
we are indebted to thee.. Take care of us, O 
Lord, and be good to us this night; give us 
comfortable repoſe on our beds, and everlaſt- 
ing reſt in our ſouls; and be thou our God 
and Guide, our hope and. help, our joy and 
comfort, and all in all to us this eh and 
for ee 


5 af rt eneral Thankſgiving. +4 
Are father of all mercies, we 
thine unworthy ſervants, do give thee 


mot humble and my thanks, for all thy 
goodneſs 
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goodneſs and loving Kindneſs to us and to all 
men. We bleſs thee for our creation, reſer- 
vation, and all the bleſſings of this life, but 
above all for thine ineſtimable love in the re- 
demption of the world, by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, for the means 2 grace, and for the 
hope of glory. And we beſeech thee, give 
us that due ſenſe of all thy mercies, that our 
hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, and that 
wie may ſhew forth thy praiſe, not only with 
our lips; but in our lives, by giving up our- 
ſelves to thy ſervice, and by walking before 
thee, in holineſs and righteouſneſs all our days, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; to whom with 
thee and the Holy Ghoſt, be all honour and 
7 glory, world without end. Aen. 1 8 


„ e 1 N Contrit 1 po 
A LMIGHTY and everlaſting God, who 
I hateſt nothing that thou haſt made, and 
doſt forgive the fins of all them that are pe- 
nitent, create and make in us new and con- 
trite hearts; that we worthily e 
fins, and acknowledging our wretche 
may obtain of thee, the God of all 7 Icy, 
perfect remiſſion and forgiveneſs, thioug PE- i 


Foe Chrlly our Lord. Amen, | 


t Nee foe Sula, 3 
 LMIGHTY Lord and 5 
God, vouchſafe we beſeech thee, to di- 

rect, ſanRtify, and govern, both our hearts and 
bodies, in the ways of thy laws, and 3 * 
works of * commalmeis, that "th thr 


MA 
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thy moſt mighty protection, both here and 
ever, we may be preſerved in body and foul, 
through our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
Amen. png | 5 | a 


A Prayer very proper to be uſed at the concluſion of 
either morning or evening prayer. '- 
LMIGHTY God, who has promiſed 
to hear the petitions of them that aſk 
in thy Son's name, we beſeech thee, merci- 
fully to incline thine ears to us, that have 
made now our prayers and ſupplications unto 
thee ; and grant that thoſe things. which we 


have faithfully. aſked, according to thy will, 

may effectually be obtained to the relief of our 
neceſſities, and to the ſetting forth thy glory, 

through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Auen. 


T H E grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the love of God, and the fellowſhip of the 
Holy Ghoſt, be with us all, evermore. Amen. 


Poems and igen en asian Sul, 


The egregious Vanity of relying ow the oder, or 
| of ſeeking for Help, in any other Being, beſides 
God our Creator, and all. ſufficient Saviour. 


I M* ſpirit looks to God alone, 
| My rock and refuge is his throne 5 


* 


In all my fears, in all my ftraits, ©, - 
My foul on his ſalvation waits * 
2 Truſt him ye ſaints in all your ways, 
Pour out your hearts before his face; | N 
When helpets fail and foes inyadey — = 
So is ourall-ſuſficient aid, BY. . 


3 Fat 


1 


1 4 Bulle are che men of high degree, 
Je The baſer ſort are vanity ; r 

Laid in the balance both appear, 

Light as a puff of empty air. 


4 Make not increaſing gold your truſt, 
Nor ſet you hearts on glitt'ring duſt ; 
Why will you graſp the fleeting ſmoke, 
And not believe what God has ſpoke. 


5 Once has his awful voice declar'd, 
Once and again my ears have heard 3 

All pow'r is his eternal due, 
He muſt by fear'd and truſted too. 


6 For ov? reign pow 'r reigns not alone, 4 
-* Grace is a patron of the throne; _ 
Thy grace and juſtice mighty Lord, 
; Shall well divide our laſt ward. i. Wen 


1 


as aha not Wale on the eat fine from the 
Grave, and being overwhelmed with the Terrors of 
Guilt, on his Appearance before God's Throne, and 
41 the tremendous Bar of divine Juſtice; but alſo 

vn the efficacious Tears o Repentance, and uu 
Comforts that reſult from our Redeemer's Sufferings, 

 evho died to ſecure the divine Pardon, and render 
Ae an acceptable Sacrifice to God, 


WS H E N riſing from the bed of death 5 
Oerwbelm'd with guilt and ary PP. 
1 ſee my mar face to face, | R 

0 how ſhall I appear. 


2 If yet while pardon ma be found, 
And mercy may be 9 ; , 
My heart with inward: horror ſhrinks, | 
And trembles at the thought. 


3 When thou O Lord ſhall ſtand dls, 


In majeſty ſevere 3. / 
- And ſit i in 18 on mY foul, - 


W, 


[nel =: 
4 But thou haſt told the troubled mind, E 
Who does her ſins lament; 
The timely tribute of her tears, _. * 
Shall endleſs woe prevent. 


5 Then ſee the ſorrow of my heart, 
Fer yet it be too late; 8 
And hear my Saviour's dying groans, * 
To give thoſe forrows TS. op Ren "of 


6 For never ſhall my ſoul deſpair, ; ; 
Her pardon to procure ; 225 


Who knows thy only Sqn has 7 
To make hen e e _ | { 


| SpeAator vol, vii. 


God is ebe e in bis Nature, and his — is 


all-ſufficient, and unſearchable in its divine and 
myſterious Operations. ig. 2 


I WHAT i is our God, on aa 8 his name, 


Nor men can teach, nor angels learn, 
He dwells conceal'd in radiant flame, 


Where neither eyes nor thoughts can reach. 


2 The ſpacious worlds of heav*nly light, 
Compar'd; with him how ſhort they fall; 
They are too dark and he too bright, 
Nothing are they and God is all. 


3 He ſpoke the wond'rous word and lo, | 
Creation roſe at his. Command; 1 
Whirlwinds and ſeas their limits know, 
Bound in the hollow of his hand, . 


Y 


4 There reſts the earth, there roll the ſpheres, 
There nature leans and eels her prop; 
But his own all-ſufficient power bears 


The weight of his own glories up. 


5 The tide of creatures ebbs and flows, 


Meaſuring their changes by the Lean: ; 
No ebb his ſea of glory 7 


His age is one eternal noon. - 


5 Ia! 8 8 
6 Th an endleſs ro 
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: e Ehen. The Words rs Leg. 


1 O more m. foul, 1 nents ieve, 
N Can g te tears my fate controul, 8 


= Or ſighs my woes relieve, 0 
= | Adverſity is virtue's ſchool, „ 
To thoſe that right — : 4 
Let me obſerve each painful rule, 
And each hard leſſon learn. 


2 When winter's clouds obſcure the Wa 
5 And heav'n the earth deform Iz 
I fix'd the ſtrong foundations lie, 
The caſtle braves the ſtorm. 
Thus fix d on faith's unfailing rock, 5 
Let me endure a while; 7 
DO Misfortune s rude impetuous ſhock, 28 
And glory in my toil. eee e 2 NE 


3 In fortune cannot al ways laſt, AE with 
Although it ſhould remain © - 
Vet I each painful moment haſte, 
A better world to gain. i 
Where calamities no more ſhall wound, * 
Nor faithleſs friends deſtroy; . 
Where innocence and truth are.crown'd z 
With never fading joys. ? 


4 Tumultuous days and reſtleſs nights, 
The guilty ever knows; - 1 : 
A 8 ger to Be calm delights, 
and repoſe. - 
Keep mie xy 155 care, and ws." 
Guard me ye powers divine; 
And pleas rn i 
I may that life inc: f 


* 4 * 
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